
A cry for justice 
 
We all have things happen to us at times in our lives that we considered to be unjust and                           
we felt depressed at the injustice of not being able to do anything about it. I remember a time when 
I was in standard five (now grade 7) and the boy sitting behind me did something to irritate me. I 
merely turned around and glanced at him without doing or saying anything. The teacher took us 
both outside the classroom and caned us. I was angry about that for many years into the future 
because I felt that I was unjustly treated. There a many other such incidences in my life and I’m sure 
that everyone has experienced such types of incidences of injustice where the perpetrator seems to 
have got off scot free.  
 
Habakkuk 1: 1 – 11  
 
1) The wickedness of the nation 

 The possible date of Habakkuk prophesying is during Jehoiakim’s rule which was about 
609BC to 598BC 
 It was during Jehoiakim’s rule that Nebachadnezzar, the king of Babylon, invaded Israel.  

 According to 2 Kings 23: 37 Jehioakim did evil in the eyes of the Lord.  
 Now we all know that if the leadership of a nation is wicked the whole nation will be 

wicked.  

 When we look at the state of the world, and even our own nation we can get quite 
despondent over the wickedness in the world.  
 Corruption from government level down 
 Crime is rampant.  
 Xenophobia is out of control 
 Political conniving never ceases 
 The list can go on on a national as well as an international scale.  

 It’s obvious that governments aren’t going to do anything about this wickedness when 
they’re wicked themselves.  

 The fact that this was happening 600 years BC and is still happening today reiterates the fact 
of the sinful nature of man being carried by all people of all time from the time of Adam to 
the present.  

 
2) A cry for justice 

 Habakkuk looks at this wickedness and cries out to God.  

 How do we deal with the wickedness around us?  
 Do we cry out to God? 
 Or do we get together and gripe and groan about everything? Everything becomes 

negative  
 Or do just bury our head in the sand and hope that it will all go away? 
 Or do we just live in despair and depression over the state of the world? 

 Firstly Habakkuk did feel in despair because he felt that God wasn’t even listening to his 
prayers.  

 And if God were listening to his prayers then he felt that God wasn’t bothering to answer 
them.  

 But Habakkuk persevered in prayer as did the widow in Luke 18: 1 – 8  

 His big concern was for the injustice in the land because the law was paralyzed – rendered 
useless – because of the prevalent wickedness  
 This is an indication that we cannot be justified by the law because our sinful nature 

cannot keep the law and if we break even one law then we are law breakers and under 
the condemnation of God.  



 In our cry to God for justice and salvation for nation we should always keep ourselves in 
mind to pray that His grace will keep us from sin and condemnation  

 We also ought to pray for people personally to be delivered from sin through the Gospel of 
Jesus Christ and be saved from the pending wrath of God.  
 

 
3) The impending judgment of God 

 Despite our frustrations God will take action. Unfortunately not always in the way that we 
would like Him to.  
 At the time of Habakkuk He was sending the Babylonians, a ruthless people, against the 

nation of Israel.  

 The problem with this kind of judgment is that the righteous were caught up in it as much as 
the wicked.  
 Remember that righteous men like Shadrach, Meshach, Abednego, Daniel and 

Nehemiah were all taken into exile. They weren’t spared although they were righteous.  

 God almost seems to replace one kind of injustice for another causing those who don’t walk 
with Him to be even more perplexed than before.  
 Men such as Daniel and his friends continued to serve God wholeheartedly within 

captivity.  
 When the leaders of the Chinese church we recently asked about what they thought 

about the new persecution against the church they merely said that they viewed it as 
God’s hand to keep the church from being worldly.  

 God used Satan to test Job.  

 God used Satan to put Jesus on the cross.  

 As the Babylonians took pride in their own strength and considered themselves as god so 
was their downfall.  

 God brings down His own instruments of His wrath and destroyed Satan at the cross.  

 We should know that God is always in control and not fear what is happening in our nation 
at present nor fear what will happen in the future.  

 


