
The deliverer and the deliverance 
 
If we were in captivity who would we want to deliver us? Someone who is weak, inexperienced, 
doesn’t know much and is likely to be taken captive themselves if caught, or someone with 
authority, experience, strength to take on those who’ve taken you captive, knowledgeable? We 
were and could not be set free by a man; a weak sinful person; someone in bondage themselves. We 
were set free and delivered by Him who has all authority over heaven and earth.  
 
Colossians 1: 15 – 23  
 
1. The deliverer: The image of God 

 Who is this deliverer? Is He just a man?  

 Jesus, the Son of God, is our Saviour, our deliverer, our redeemer.  

 He is the Word that was with God and was God in the beginning.  

 He was the Word who became flesh and lived amongst us as a man.  

 John 14: 6 – 9 Jesus answered, “I am the way and the truth and the life. No one comes to the 
Father except through me. If you really know me, you will know my Father as well. From 
now on, you do know him and have seen him.” Philip said, “Lord, show us the Father and 
that will be enough for us.” Jesus answered: “Don’t you know me, Philip, even after I have 
been among you such a long time? Anyone who has seen me has seen the Father. How can 
you say, ‘Show us the Father’?  

 John 6: 38 For I have come down from heaven not to do my will but to do the will of him 
who sent me. 

 The Son is no less than God who has come in flesh.  
 He is the image of the invisible God – He reflects God. If you’ve seen me you’ve seen the 

Father.  
 He’s the firstborn over all creation. He has pre-eminence over everything that exists that 

has been created. He is above everything.  
 All things were created in Him. He is the very creator of all things in heaven and on 

earth, seen and unseen.  
 Not only were all things created through Him but they were created for Him. For His 

pleasure. He is the owner of all things.  
 God delights in His creation and, although fallen, still loves His creation. Hence His plan 

of the redemption of His creation, man being the very priority of that redemption plan.  
 He is not only the creator but also the sustainer of all things. The one who holds all 

things together. Without whom all things fall apart.   

 Hence when we’re talking about our deliverer we’re talking about God Himself. 
 
2. The deliverer: The head of the church 

 He is the head of the church. No man is the head of the church. Jesus is.  

 He said that He will build His church and the gates of Hades will not overcome it. (Matthew 
16: 18) 

 He was the firstborn from among the dead. He rose from the dead three days after He dies 
on the cross. All who believe in Him will also rise from the dead to eternal life but even in 
this He was the first and utmost as He not only rose from the dead but destroyed death itself 
showing His supremacy even over death.  

 He established His place as the head of the church, His body.  

 The beginning and firstborn from among the dead. The church is the body of Christ made up 
of everyone who has been made alive in Christ and He is the beginning and firstborn of His 
church.  



 He has supremacy – absolute rulership – over His church. He is the ultimate authority of the 
church and thus over each one of His people who make up His church – his body.  

 The fullness of God dwelt in Jesus. Jesus was the very embodiment of God Himself. If we 
want to know God we know Him by knowing Jesus.  

 It was God Himself who came to earth, died on a cross, shed His blood, and through this 
action reconciled all things to God – to Himself.  

 He healed the broken relationship between God and man 

 The church is made up of people who have been redeemed by the blood of Jesus and live 
under His Lordship.  

 
3. The deliverance:  A reconciled people 

 Reconciliation had to happen because we were alienated from God because of our evil 
behaviour.  
 Sin separates wicked man from a Holy God! 

 Not only were we separated from God but we were enemies of God. We hated God.  

 This demonstrates the very love that God has for us – the crown of His creation. 
 Romans 5: 8 But God demonstrates his own love for us in this: While we were still 

sinners, Christ died for us. 

 God not only delivers us from sin but He transforms us into His character  
 Holy in His sight – set apart from sin for God 
 Without blemish – without fault 
 Free from accusation – no one should be able to accuse you of anything wrong.  

 A reconciled people: 
 Continue – persevere – in the faith 
 Established and firm in faith 
 Unmoved in hope found in the Gospel  

 The extent of the Gospel of deliverance is to every creature  

 We receive this Gospel and then become servants of it 


