
Upholding the righteousness of God 
 
We all know the old saying “The only thing necessary for the triumph of evil is for good men to do 
nothing.” A few days ago I read an article on Facebook by Palestinian Christians about social justice. 
Someone immediately commented that it’s a false gospel in the light of God’s eternal justice. So 
what is the truth? Do we ignore social justice in this world in light of God’s eternal justice that will be 
ultimately carried out on the day of judgement? When Jesus prayed that God’s kingdom come on 
earth as it is in heaven shouldn’t there be a visible outworking of that kingdom? God’s righteousness 
is to be upheld as His is a kingdom of righteousness. However justice may look quite different in the 
eyes of God than in our eyes. Righteousness is regarding God – social justice is regarding God’s heart 
for people. We can’t have one without the other.  
 
Mark 11: 11 – 21 
 
1) Observation of unrighteousness 

 Too often we have zeal without knowledge that causes more destruction than the original 
injustice or act of wickedness that’s being dealt with.  

 Jesus went to the temple and first observed what was happening there. He didn’t 
immediately take action.  

 He must also have noticed the fig tree on the first day. In general He was observing the 
moral state of Israel and lamented over it.  
 Matthew 23: 37 O Jerusalem, Jerusalem, who kills the prophets and stones those sent to 

her, how often I have longed to gather your children together, as a hen gathers her 
chicks under her wings, but you were unwilling! 

 What He was really saying is that He is lamenting Israel’s righteous unfruitfulness whether it 
be in season or out of season. 

 Israel considered themselves to be living in a time that was out of season as they were 
awaiting the season of the Messiah. They didn’t recognise Him when He came.  

 God expects us to bear fruit in season and out of season. We should always be living lives 
worthy of the Lord upholding His righteousness in our own personal lives 
 2 Timothy 4: 2 Preach the word; be prepared in season and out of season; correct, 

rebuke and encourage--with great patience and careful instruction. 

 He also observed what was happening in the Temple – instead of worship they had turned 
the temple into a market place. A place of business and corruption.  

 We are now the Temple of God  
 1 Corinthians 3: 16 Don't you know that you yourselves are God's temple and that God's 

Spirit dwells in your midst? 

 God is searching our hearts and minds to see whether they are clean, pure, righteous and fit 
for worship.  

 Our heart should be to uphold the righteousness of God in our lives in such a way that we 
plead with Him to search our lives.  
 Psalm 139: 23 – 24 Search me, God, and know my heart; test me and know my anxious 

thoughts. See if there is any offensive way in me, and lead me in the way everlasting. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



2) Taking action against unrighteousness 

 We should not stop at observing unrighteousness but truly upholding the righteousness of 
God means that we will take action against it firstly in our own lives, then in the church, then 
in society at large.  
 1 Peter 4: 17 For it is time for judgment to begin with God’s household; and if it begins 

with us, what will the outcome be for those who do not obey the gospel of God? 

 Jesus’ curse of the fig tree was a prophetic action referring to Israel. However the church has 
also received many such warnings.  

 I want to reiterate that Jesus never lost His temper. His actions took place after a night of 
careful consideration and probably much prayer as it was His habit to spend time in prayer 
with the Father.  

 He went in and cleaned out the temple – the court of the Gentiles.  

 Not only were the Jews focusing on their businesses but they were hindering the Gentiles 
from worshipping God.  

 When our temples aren’t clean before God we become a hindrance to other from 
worshipping God 
 How many times people in the world accuse us of hypocrisy when we preach to them 

but live lives contrary to the Gospel.  

 We need to be ruthless in cleaning out our lives from anything ungodly that opposes God as 
laid out in His word.  

 As much as the church is a place of grace we need to remember that it’s a place to uphold 
God’s righteousness.  
 So many times modern trends filter into the church without being spoken about: 

Couples living and sleeping together without being married, partying, drunkenness, etc.  
 If we don’t speak about these things then we are accessories to that sin.  

 The church is to be a voice in our society upholding righteousness.  
 
3) The effects of our actions 

 Righteousness will be upheld and God will be glorified.  

 True worship will be restored as God intended it to be – the temple was to be a house of 
prayer for all nations.  

 People who are unbelievers – other nations – will believe rather than call us hypocrites.  

 However there are also negative effects: 
 There is judgement on unrepentance as with the withered fig tree.  
 There’ll be in increase in persecution from those within the church who only want their 

ears to be tickled and by those whose hidden sin is exposed in society.  
 
 
 


