
Jesus, Jerusalem and judgment 
 
Have we ever started moving toward something that God has for us in our lives, then suddenly we 
have opposition to it? Our response to that opposition isn’t always what God would have it. We can 
be walking with Jesus according to His purposes, but if our responses and actions on the way aren’t 
according to His character then we still aren’t pleasing to Him.  
 
Luke 9: 51 – 55  
 
1) Jesus’ time 

 Jesus’ time was drawing near for His ascension.  
 It’s interesting that Luke talks about the time of His ascension was near but didn’t refer 

to His death on a cross, burial and resurrection.  
 What I can draw from this is that everything between this time in the Samaritan village 

and His ascension is being referred to.  

 Prior to this Jesus had prophesied His death and resurrection a couple of times. 
 Luke 9: 22 “The Son of Man must suffer many things and be rejected by the elders and 

chief priests and scribes, and be killed, and on the third day be raised.” 
 Luke 9: 43 – 44 But while they were all marvelling at everything he was doing, Jesus said 

to his disciples, “Let these words sink into your ears: The Son of Man is about to be 
delivered into the hands of men.” 

 When Jesus was on His way to Jerusalem He knew exactly what was going to happen there. 
Nothing was going to take Him by surprise.  
 His journey to Jerusalem was within the perfect will and purposes of God, and He knew 

that.  

 Everything that was unfolding was within the perfect time ordained by God.  
 Galatians 4: 4 – 5 But when the set time had fully come, God sent his Son, born of a 

woman, born under the law, to redeem those under the law, that we might receive 
adoption to sonship.  

 Romans 5: 6 You see, at just the right time, when we were still powerless, Christ died for 
the ungodly. 

 This is the central event in human history that had been prophesied about for generations 
and is now fast approaching.  
 It was no accident that Jesus lived when He did for the prophecies regarding Him to be 

fulfilled.  
 It was prophesied in Psalm 22 and Isaiah 53 that he would be crucified.  

 Psalm 22: 16 – 18 For dogs encompass me; a company of evildoers encircles me; 
they have pierced my hands and feet— I can count all my bones—they stare and 
gloat over me; they divide my garments among them, and for my clothing they cast 
lots. 

 Isaiah 53: 5 But he was pierced for our transgressions; he was crushed for our 
iniquities; upon him was the chastisement that brought us peace, and with his 
wounds we are healed. 

 Considering that crucifixion was a Roman means of execution Jesus having lived and 
executed by the Romans was no accident.  

 God’s timing for all of us and all that happens in our lives is impeccable.  
 
 
 
 
 



2) Jesus’ rejection  

 We have looked at the time but now we need to look at the place – Jerusalem  

 Jesus knew where He was going and was single mindedly going there. 

 The Passover feast was imminent and He and His disciples were set on getting to Jerusalem 
to celebrate it. However for Jesus it was more than celebrating the Passover feast in 
Jerusalem – it was about being the sacrificial Passover Lamb that was prophesied.  

 He had His mind set on fulfilling the purpose of God for which He had come to earth.  

 Not only the time but the place was prophesied beforehand.  
 Abraham prophesied the Lamb that God would provide 

 Genesis 22: 2 He said, Take your son, your only son Isaac, whom you love, and go to 
the land of Moriah, and offer him there as a burnt offering on one of the mountains 
of which I shall tell you. 

 Genesis 22: 14 So Abraham called that place The LORD Will Provide. And to this day 
it is said, "On the mountain of the LORD it will be provided. 

 Solomon’s Temple was built on Mount Moriah  
 2 Chronicles 3: 1 Then Solomon began to build the house of the Lord in Jerusalem on 

Mount Moriah, where the Lord had appeared to David his father, at the place that David 
had appointed, on the threshing floor of Ornan the Jebusite 

 Jesus sent his messengers – probably some of his disciples – ahead of him to make 
preparations for him in the Samaritan village.   
 The response from the Samaritans was far less favourable than when he later sent some 

of his disciples  

 The Jews and Samaritans didn’t see eye to eye and didn’t have any dealings with each other 
(John 4: 9).  

 The Samaritans worshipped on mount Gerizim whilst the Jews worshipped in Jerusalem 

 This natural antagonism came out in this Samaritan village where Jesus was planning to stay 
over and He wasn’t received.  

 Often we are in the will of God and things don’t always work out as we had hoped. We 
shouldn’t think that all things just fall into place and everyone will receive us well when 
we’re walking in the will and purposes of God with Jesus. On the contrary we will often 
encounter resistance on our lives.  

 
3) Jesus’ rebuke 

 How do we respond in times of resistance? 

 Jesus’ disciples wanted to call down fire from heaven and consume the Samaritans which 
got them a firm rebuke from Jesus saying that He didn’t come to destroy lives but to save 
them.  

 Jesus was in effect saying that He had been speaking about His death and resurrection and 
the time for that is now at hand.  

 This was the time for salvation, not for judgment.  

 This was this reason He had set His face toward Jerusalem.  

 He wasn’t only rebuking His disciples but He was imparting His heart of love and mercy that 
was taking Him to the cross to die for those who were rejecting Him.  

 We might be walking with Jesus but how do we respond to those who oppose us in times of 
adversity? 

 “He said there were two kinds of Christians: those who sincerely believe in God and those 
who, just as sincerely, believe that they believe. You can tell them apart by their actions in 
decisive moments.”                          Richard Wurmbrand 

 


