
Love – the very nature of God 
 
Love is a misunderstood word that has been clearly distorted by the world. It has been interpreted 
and a synonym of sex, and extreme adjective of like – I love your new top!, and the way you feel 
about someone, often confusing infatuation with love. We also often talk about the unconditional 
love of God. However, does He express unconditional love to everyone?  What is love and how does 
it affect our lives?  
 
1 John 4: 7 – 12  
 
1) Love is the nature of God 

 To say that God is love means that it’s a state of His being and not something that He does.  
 God loves because He is love and not He is love because He loves. The action of love 

flows out of who He is and not vice versa.  

 I have often heard people talk about God being a Trinity because He needs to be a 
multiperson Godhead in order to be able to express His love, which is His nature. This is a 
false teaching as God is by nature a Trinity and love and both are inherent characteristics. He 
didn’t become a Trinity to express love within Himself and He didn’t become love to relate 
with love between each of the persons of the Godhead. Each of these is intrinsically part of 
His eternal nature.  

 God’s love is eternal 
 Psalm 136 Give thanks to the Lord, for he is good. His love endures forever. 

 God’s love outweighs His judgments 
 Exodus 20: 4 – 6 I, the Lord your God, am a jealous God, punishing the children for the 

sin of the parents to the third and fourth generation of those who hate me, but showing 
love to a thousand generations of those who love me and keep my commandments. 

 God’s love is universal 
 John 3: 16 For God so loved the world that he gave his one and only Son, that whoever 

believes in him shall not perish but have eternal life. 

 God’s love is proactive, not reactive.  
 Romans 5: 8 But God demonstrates his own love for us in this: While we were still 

sinners, Christ died for us. 

 Unconditional 
 Ephesians 2: 3 – 5 All of us also lived among them at one time, gratifying the cravings of 

our flesh and following its desires and thoughts. Like the rest, we were by nature 
deserving of wrath. But because of his great love for us, God, who is rich in mercy, made 
us alive with Christ even when we were dead in transgressions —it is by grace you have 
been saved. 

 Unconditional means that He initiates love and grace regardless of who and what we 
are. However, our salvation is only on condition that we respond positively to His grace 
by faith. There are many “if” statements in the Bible which puts the responsibility of 
response back onto our shoulders after we have received the liberating love of God.  

 God’s love is steadfast  
 Romans 8: 38 – 39 For I am convinced that neither death nor life, neither angels nor 

demons, neither the present nor the future, nor any powers, neither height nor depth, 
nor anything else in all creation, will be able to separate us from the love of God that is 
in Christ Jesus our Lord. 

 
 
 
 



2) God imparts His love to His people 

 1 John 4: 7 – 8 Everyone who loves has been born of God and knows God. Whoever does not 
love does not know God, because God is love. 

 The Christian life is not merely an imitation of Christ but the life of God being birthed in us. 
Christ being formed in us. Love is the fruit of the Spirit that is revealed in our practical 
everyday lives.  

 Romans 5: 3 – 5 Not only so, but we also glory in our sufferings, because we know that 
suffering produces perseverance; perseverance, character; and character, hope. And hope 
does not put us to shame, because God’s love has been poured out into our hearts through 
the Holy Spirit, who has been given to us. 

 He imparts His love so that we can know our security in Him. The security of His eternal 
steadfast love.  
 We are secure during trials and tribulations.  
 We know that it’s because of His love that His character is being formed in us through 

sufferings.  
 We are secure in our hope and that we’ll never be put to shame because of His love.  

 
3) Love is an action 

 We cannot say that we have God’s love in us and that we love God if it isn’t shown in 
practical action.  
 1 John 4: 8 Whoever does not love does not know God, because God is love. 
 1 John 4: 20 Whoever claims to love God yet hates a brother or sister is a liar. For 

whoever does not love their brother and sister, whom they have seen, cannot love God, 
whom they have not seen. 

 James 2: 14 – 17 What good is it, my brothers and sisters, if someone claims to have 
faith but has no deeds? Can such faith save them? Suppose a brother or a sister is 
without clothes and daily food. If one of you says to them, “Go in peace; keep warm and 
well fed,” but does nothing about their physical needs, what good is it? In the same way, 
faith by itself, if it is not accompanied by action, is dead. 

 It is easy to talk about the love of God and loving one another until it starts inconveniencing 
us.  

 God didn’t sit in heaven and think about how much He loved the world. He gave His only Son 
to come and die for the world that He so loved.  

 True godly love is sacrificial by nature and our level of Christian maturity can be determined 
by how much practical Christ-like love we demonstrate in our lives.  

 This includes loving our enemies.  
 Matthew 5: 43 – 48 You have heard that it was said, ‘Love your neighbor and hate your 

enemy.’ But I tell you, love your enemies and pray for those who persecute you, that 
you may be children of your Father in heaven. He causes his sun to rise on the evil and 
the good, and sends rain on the righteous and the unrighteous. If you love those who 
love you, what reward will you get? Are not even the tax collectors doing that? And if 
you greet only your own people, what are you doing more than others? Do not even 
pagans do that? Be perfect, therefore, as your heavenly Father is perfect. 

 This is the ultimate of the demonstration of godly love as this is what God did for us 
while we were yet sinners – while we were objects of wrath and hostile to God – He 
showed His love by Christ dying for us.  

 


