
The Manifold Wisdom of God 
 
We so often see God at work in one way or another but He is a manifold God with manifold wisdom. Manifold 
means multifaceted – it has many angles and dimensions to it. And God has purposed that His manifold wisdom be 
revealed through the church.  
 
Ephesians 3: 10 – 21  
 
1) God’s wisdom revealed through the church 

 The church is God’s instrument to reveal God’s wisdom.  

 God’s intention is for the church, and not another person, entity, or nation, to reveal His wisdom.  

 When we talk about the church we aren’t referring to the institution or the building but the saints of God – 
the called out ones who belong to Him in Jesus Christ and belong to one another, making up the body of 
Christ. The people who Jesus has redeemed by His own blood.  

 It is in our redemption that the wisdom of God is revealed to the principalities and powers in heavenly 
places.  

 What is this wisdom of God in practical terms?  
 James 3: 13 – 18 Who is wise and understanding among you? Let them show it by their good life, by 

deeds done in the humility that comes from wisdom. But if you harbor bitter envy and selfish ambition in 
your hearts, do not boast about it or deny the truth. Such “wisdom” does not come down from heaven 
but is earthly, unspiritual, demonic. For where you have envy and selfish ambition, there you find 
disorder and every evil practice. But the wisdom that comes from heaven is first of all pure; then peace-
loving, considerate, submissive, full of mercy and good fruit, impartial and sincere. Peacemakers who 
sow in peace reap a harvest of righteousness. 

 God is cutting to the root of the problem – His arch enemy, Satan, attempted to deface and destroy all that 
God made.  
 Satan had risen up against God in his pride thinking that he was superior to God.  
 He tempted Adam and Eve in the Garden of Eden leading them to lose their righteousness and be 

separated from God.  
 He caused man, in his pride to build a tower that caused their consequent language confusion and 

separation into nations.  

 The church is the demonstration of the undoing of the work of the devil. 
 1 John 3: 8 The one who does what is sinful is of the devil, because the devil has been sinning from the 

beginning. The reason the Son of God appeared was to destroy the devil’s work. 

 His wisdom is shown through the church in what He accomplished in Christ Jesus.  

 The church demonstrates:  
 That though the devil brought about death and separation from God we have life and a relationship with 

God.  
 Though he brought about division and separation in Christ the dividing wall of hostility has been broken 

down and we have unity and love in Him.  
 We now have confidence to approach God with freedom and confidence – not only as individuals but as 

a body.  

 The church cares for each other and hurts when one part is hurting.  
 The church at Ephesus was obviously grieving and discouraged over Paul’s sufferings. He was probably 

writing from prison.  
 He had a mutual concern telling them that what he’s suffering was for their sake and eternal benefit.  
 Satan loves it when the church accuses one another for troubles that they experience in life. Mutual 

encouragement and empathy in the midst of trouble breaks down the work of the devil.  It leaves him 
without a foothold in our lives.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 



2) God’s wisdom revealed to the church 

 For God’s wisdom to be revealed through us God needs to work in us 

 He makes us his children and He reveals His Fatherhood to us.  
 He hasn’t made us His slaves again. In Christ we have been given the right to be children of God. John 1: 

12  
 As a Father God treats us like His children.  

 He loves and cares for us 
 He provides for us 
 He protects us 
 He watches over us.  

 However, although He is our Father He remains sovereign and we kneel before Him in reverence.  
 We recognise that we are what we are because of His grace and don’t treat God flippantly  - lightly, care 

freely. We give Him the respect that’s due to Him  
 We also recognise that every family in heaven and earth is from the Father and so it’s not all about us.  
 All nations belong to Him and He’s the one who’s drawing all together under the headship of Jesus 

Christ.  

 He strengthens us to be all that He wants us to be as His body which will reveal His glory and wisdom.  
 He strengthens us with power in our inner being.  
 In the past the law was about outer conformity, which was weak due to our sinful nature. However, in 

Christ He changes our hearts and strengthens us to live according to His purposes.  
 He roots – establishes us – to know and understand His love that we may be filled to the measure of the 

fullness of God.  
 In other words that it is no longer us who live but Christ who lives in us.  

Galatians 2: 20 I have been crucified with Christ and I no longer live, but Christ lives in me. The life I now 
live in the body, I live by faith in the Son of God, who loved me and gave himself for me. 

 It is only when we have been emptied of ourselves and filled with Christ that the wisdom of God will be truly 
revealed.  

 To the extent that we empty ourselves and Christ takes precedent in our lives is the extent to which God will 
be glorified in and though us.  

 
3) The limitlessness of God 

 All this is impossible for us due to our sinfulness that still needs to be dealt with, inherent weakness, natural 
divisiveness, and other factors.  

 Fortunately it isn’t up to us but up to Him who is without limit in every way.  

 He is able to do immeasurably – it can’t be measured – more than all we ask or imagine.  
 Think about the greatest problem in your life. Imagine something that’s so big and great that it’s 

impossible for anyone to accomplish it. God can do immeasurably more than that.  
 He can do it according to His power that his at work in us.  
 In other words the power of God that is at work in us is far greater than we can imagine.  

 The biggest hindrance in our lives is a lack of faith knowing and understanding the limitlessness of God in our 
lives.  
 We limit God according to our own personal experiences and knowledge.  

 When we have rooted in God’s love and allow His to work freely in and through us by His great and 
awesome power He will be glorified in the church and in Christ Jesus – who the church is the body of – 
throughout all generations and forever.  
 God’s glory is eternal –without limit.  
 


