
The Patience of the Lord and our Patience 

 

A man’s car stalled in the heavy traffic as the light turned green. All his efforts to start the engine failed, 

and a chorus of honking behind him made matters worse. He finally got out of his car and walked back to 

the first driver and said, “I’m sorry, but I can’t seem to get my car started. If you’ll go up there and give it a 

try, I’ll stay here and blow your horn for you.” 

 

Then there was the woman who prayed for patience and God sent her a poor cook.  
Henry Ward Beecher 

 

2 Peter 3: 8 – 9  But do not forget this one thing, dear friends: With the Lord a day is like a thousand years, 
and a thousand years are like a day. The Lord is not slow in keeping his promise, as some understand 
slowness. He is patient with you, not wanting anyone to perish, but everyone to come to repentance. 
 

James 5: 7 – 9 Be patient, then, brothers, until the Lord's coming. See how the farmer waits for the land to 
yield its valuable crop and how patient he is for the autumn and spring rains.  You too, be patient and 
stand firm, because the Lord's coming is near. Don't grumble against each other, brothers, or you will be 
judged. The Judge is standing at the door! 
 

1) The Lord’s Patience 

 Before speaking about our patience let us consider the patience of the Lord as He is the plumb line 

against which we measure our lives.  

  The Lord’s patience has always been tried to the limits by both mankind in general as well as by His 

people – first the Jews and then Christians.  

 Nehemiah 9: 29 – 31 You warned them to return to your law, but they became arrogant and 
disobeyed your commands. They sinned against your ordinances, by which a man will live if he 
obeys them. Stubbornly they turned their backs on you, became stiff-necked and refused to 
listen. For many years you were patient with them. By your Spirit you admonished them 
through your prophets. Yet they paid no attention, so you handed them over to the neighboring 
peoples. But in your great mercy you did not put an end to them or abandon them, for you are a 
gracious and merciful God. 

 How do we try God’s patience? 

 Arrogance – self-centredness 

 Disobedience – rebellion 

 General sin 

 God puts up with our sinfulness for a long time 

 Verse 30 of Nehemiah 9 tells us that He was patient with Israel for many years before He 

disciplined them by sending them into exile to Babylon 

 Peter tells us that God is not slow about keeping His promises about Jesus coming back again 

but rather He is patiently waiting for more people to repent so that they can also be saved.  

 God’s patience is related to Him being gracious and merciful 

 He doesn’t want to judge or even discipline us harshly so He rather patiently waits for us to 

repent of our disobedience, our rebellion, our sinfulness.  

 

 

 

 



2) Our Patience 

 James commands us to be patient until the Lord’s coming 

 There isn’t a time when we can stop being patient. 

 God is patient with us until the Lord’s coming and He is merely expecting the same from us.  

 If we are born of God and His Spirit lives in us then we have the divine nature 

 We love our enemies as God loves the righteous and the unrighteous 

 We forgive as God has forgiven us 

 We are patient with others as God is patient with us 

 These are high standards to keep and that is why patience isn’t as much a command to keep but an 

aspect of the fruit of the Holy Spirit in our lives (Galatian 5: 22)  

 In Ephesians 4: 2 we are commanded to be patient, bearing with one another in love 

 Many times we find people in our lives who do things that irritate and annoy us 

 We find that some people have problems that they never seem to get over 

 Some people have sins that are never overcome 

 We want to give up on these people but if we are to be obedient to the Word of God then we 

ought rather to be patient with them. 

 Whenever we want to give up on someone think about our own lives and then thank God that 

He has never given up on us.  

 Besides being patient with other people we need to be patient in afflictions 

 Sometimes we wonder if God will ever take us out of our problems or remove our problems from 

us 

 It is in these times that we need to be patient waiting for God to fulfil all of His promises to us at 

the right time 

 Patience calls for endurance and perseverance  until the fulfilment of God’s promises in our lives 

 

3) Rewards and Consequences 

 Patience allows us to put our trust in God rather than rely on ourselves for outcomes  

 Abraham was impatient when he was promised a son and produced Ishmael who to this day is a 

point of contention in the world 

 Patience brings God’s pleasure as we are doing things His way waiting for His outcomes 

 Patience with others gives others hope even if they never deserve it. 

 


