
Living as children of God 
 
Do you know people who have adopted children? They don’t adopt them to give them a house to 
live in and food to eat. Orphanages already do that. They adopt them to be their own children. To be 
loved as their very own and everything that the person owns the adopted child will inherit along 
with the natural children. So God adopts us as his own and calls us his children.  
 
1 John 2: 28 – 3: 10 
 
1) The assurance of being children of God 

 Our confidence in that we have been born again and have become children of God is that we 
resemble his righteous character.  

 It is not us who chose to be children of God. It is God who chose us to be his children.  
 John 1: 12 – 13 To all who did receive him, to those who believed in his name, he gave 

the right to become children of God— children born not of natural descent, nor of 
human decision or a husband’s will, but born of God. 

 John 15: 16 You did not choose me, but I chose you and appointed you so that you might 
go and bear fruit--fruit that will last--and so that whatever you ask in my name the 
Father will give you. 

 In our present day evangelism we call people to make a choice for Christ, whereas it is 
God who chooses us.  

 This is the basis of our assurance as children of God. If He chose us to be His children 
then He will continue to sustain us as His children until His coming again. Then we’ll be 
changed to be like him and will be with him forever.  

 It depended on us and our will power we will all fail.  
 How many of us have made new resolutions to change things in our lives, have gone on 

diets, and made other commitments, and not seen any of them through? 
 Our will power lets us down.  
 If it depended on our will power Christ wouldn’t have had to die as we would all have 

had the will power to keep the law, which was perfect.  

 God did not do the bare minimum to save us. He lavished His love on us so that we can be 
called His children.  
 He didn’t love us minimally just to save us from our sins, from His judgement to come 

and hell.  
 He didn’t just have mercy on us by saving us.  

 God loved the world and gave his only Son to die on a cross to save us.  
 He gave his all so that we can be saved, then he brought us into his home and made us 

part of his family.  
 It like when the prodigal son came home the father ran out to meet him, embraced him, 

put a ring on his finger, covered him with good clothes, killed the fatten calf, and had a 
celebration on his behalf.  

 This is an indication of what it means to become a child of God.  
 He has lavished us with every spiritual blessing in the heavenly places. (Ephesians 1: 3) 
 He has given us all we need for life and godliness. (2 Peter 1: 3) 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 



2) Living in hope for more to come 

 What more can God give us? Haven’t we received everything that He has for us?  

 Yes, we have for this life, but there’s still more to come.  
 1 John 3: 2 Dear friends, now we are children of God, and what we will be has not yet 

been made known. But we know that when Christ appears, we shall be like him, for we 
shall see him as he is. 

 At this stage we have a vague picture of what lies ahead.  

 We are looking forward to the redemption of our bodies.  
 Romans 8: 22 – 25 We know that the whole creation has been groaning as in the pains 

of childbirth right up to the present time. Not only so, but we ourselves, who have the 
firstfruits of the Spirit, groan inwardly as we wait eagerly for our adoption to sonship, 
the redemption of our bodies. For in this hope we were saved. But hope that is seen is 
no hope at all. Who hopes for what they already have? But if we hope for what we do 
not yet have, we wait for it patiently. 

 The children of God are a people of hope  
 The world can take a lot away from us but it can’t take away our hope.  
 1 Peter 1: 3 – 5 Praise be to the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ! In his great 

mercy he has given us new birth into a living hope through the resurrection of Jesus 
Christ from the dead, and into an inheritance that can never perish, spoil or fade. This 
inheritance is kept in heaven for you, who through faith are shielded by God’s power 
until the coming of the salvation that is ready to be revealed in the last time. 

 
3) Living as children of God now 

 Being children of God with such a sure hope doesn’t mean that we can live as we please 
now.  
 1 John 3: 3 All who have this hope in him purify themselves, just as he is pure. 

 Jesus died to forgive us our sins in the past to live pure lives in the present as we hold onto 
our sure hope that will be revealed in the future.  

 The life that we live as children of God ought to reflect the life of Christ  
 Purify themselves as he is pure (3) 
 He appeared to take away sin, and in him is no sin. (5)  
 The one who does what is right is righteous, just as he is righteous. (7) 
 No one who is born of God will continue to sin, because God’s seed remains in them. (9) 

 The proof that we are children of God isn’t in what we say and our church activities, it’s in 
our Christ-likeness.  
 Romans 8: 29 For those God foreknew he also predestined to be conformed to the 

image of his Son, that he might be the firstborn among many brothers and sisters. 

 If we say we have become a child of but there hasn’t been a change of lifestyle then it’s 
evidence that we haven’t been born again and aren’t children of God.  

 John uses very strong language to emphasise that a person isn’t a child of God if they keep 
on sinning 
 The one who does what is sinful is of the devil. (8) 
 Anyone who does not do what is right is not God’s child, nor is anyone who does not 

love their brother and sister. (10) 

 Jesus gave his life to destroy the work of the devil in our lives and make us children of God. 
Let us live lives worthy of being called children of God.  

 


