
The kingdom quality of love 
 
Often what seems to be love is tainted with selfish motives. This is certainly revealed in the high divorce rate in the 
world today. Almost all of those couples would have been head over heels in love at one time and love couldn’t keep 
them apart. Then after some time the problems creep into the relationship. Many get divorced on the grounds of 
“irreconcilable differences”. Whatever the reason the love that was so prominent at the beginning of the 
relationship wasn’t an enduring love. It wasn’t kingdom love, which endures forever.  
 
1 John 3: 11 – 24  
 
1) Love and hate 

 There’s a book entitled “A tale of two cities” which is set during the French Revolution where a French 
doctor is released from prison in Paris to go live in London, leaving the horrors of the revolution behind him.  
 In a sense that is what happened to us – we were released from death to life by Jesus to live a life of 

peace.  
 Along with that passing over from one city to another, one kingdom to another, we also now need to 

abide by the rules of the new kingdom.  
 It isn’t our location but our character which is evidence that we have passed from death to life.  

 Cain was one of Adam’s sons and the characteristic of death had already taken hold of him.  
 He didn’t just murder his brother, Abel, for no reason. Abel hadn’t done anything wrong to him. 
 Murder was merely the ultimate action in a series of bad attitudes towards his brother.  

 Be careful of how you think about someone because your thoughts will consume you and they will result in 
actions.  
 Cain was jealous and resented Abel, which ended up him killing him.  
 Thoughts love, forgiveness, happiness for the other person will overflow into positive actions towards 

them.  

 Jesus had said this about what comes out of the heart:  
 Matthew 20: 16 – 20 Are you still so dull?” Jesus asked them. “Don’t you see that whatever enters the 

mouth goes into the stomach and then out of the body? But the things that come out of a person’s 
mouth come from the heart, and these defile them. For out of the heart come evil thoughts—murder, 
adultery, sexual immorality, theft, false testimony, slander. These are what defile a person; but eating 
with unwashed hands does not defile them.” 

 In other words our actions come out of a defiled heart. We are defiled therefore we act badly.  

 John reiterates the words of Jesus by saying that if we hate a brother or sister we’re murderers and don’t 
have eternal life.  
 We aren’t saved if we still have hatred of any kind within us.  
 Matthew 5: 21 – 22 “You have heard that it was said to the people long ago, ‘You shall not murder, and 

anyone who murders will be subject to judgment.’ But I tell you that anyone who is angry with a brother 
or sister, will be subject to judgment. Again, anyone who says to a brother or sister, ‘Raca,’ is answerable 
to the court. And anyone who says, ‘You fool!’ will be in danger of the fire of hell. 

 Love is the sign that we have passed from death to life 
 1 John 3: 14 We know that we have passed from death to life, because we love each other. Anyone who 

does not love remains in death. 
 If there isn’t true godly love in our lives then we aren’t saved.  

 
 

2) The qualities of kingdom love 

 Sacrificial 
 1 John 3: 16 This is how we know what love is: Jesus Christ laid down his life for us. And we ought to lay 

down our lives for our brothers and sisters. 
 Too often we say we love people, but we never want to give up anything for them.  
 We love if it’s convenient for us.  
 In the 1860’s a young Welsh women was caught in a snow blizzard with her baby. When her body was 

found she had removed all her warm clothing, wrapped her baby up warmly, then lay over the child to 
keep him warm. The baby was alive and later became a Prime Minister of Britain. His name was David 
Lloyd George. This is sacrificial love.  



 How much are we willing to sacrifice for others?  
 We can sacrifice our money, time, energy, and ultimately our lives.  

 Practical, not just words 
 1 John 3: 17 If anyone has material possessions and sees a brother or sister in need but has no pity on 

them, how can the love of God be in that person? 
 1 John 3: 18 Dear children, let us not love with words or speech 
 It is so easy to tell someone that you love them. We give nice warm hugs in church and bless people. But 

what are your actions towards the same people when you’re outside the church?  
 I have had people hug me in church then completely ignore me when they see me at the shops. 
 However, it isn’t only about the way we greet people. It’s practically taking care of their needs as much 

as we are able.  
 We can’t tell someone that we love them then leave them hungry.  
 If their house has burnt down how will we practically help to get them back on their feet again.  
 Practical love is sacrificial and sacrificial love is practical.  

 Compassion 
 Compassion can also be translated as tender mercy or an inward affection.  
 This is important because someone can give himself sacrificially and give his possessions to the poor as a 

matter of show without any real compassion towards that person. The person has their needs met but 
still doesn’t feel loved.  

 1 Corinthians 13: 3 If I give all I possess to the poor and give over my body to hardship that I may boast, 
but do not have love, I gain nothing. 

 Truth 
 1 John 3: 18 Dear children, let us not love with words or speech but with actions and in truth. 
 Everyone speaks about love but not everyone speaks about truth.  
 The hippy movement was about love, but their idea of love was warped and corrupt by lewd lifestyles.  
 Love without truth leads us to live peaceful lives of a lie.  
 Truth without love leads us into hurtful legalism  
 Love and truth need to go hand in hand to reveal the true character of Christ who brought us grace and 

truth.  
 
3) Love in the Spirit 

 We are a people at rest 
 Our hearts don’t condemn us in the presence of God.  
 When we are at rest we can love others easily. A person who feels condemned doesn’t love easily as 

they’re too focused on dealing with their own sense of guilt.  

 Love and obedience go hand in hand 
 1 John 3: 21 Dear friends, if our hearts do not condemn us, we have confidence before God and receive 

from him anything we ask, because we keep his commands and do what pleases him. 
 We obey him because we love him. We want to do what pleases him.  
 John 14: 21 Whoever has my commands and keeps them is the one who loves me. The one who loves 

me will be loved by my Father, and I too will love them and show myself to them.” 
 1 John 3: 23 And this is his command: to believe in the name of his Son, Jesus Christ, and to love one 

another as he commanded us. 
 His command is twofold: to believe in Him and to love one another.  

 This is how we know we are saved – we keep these commandments.  

 It isn’t by our work but by the work of the Spirit who lives within us enabling us to do what pleases Him.  
 


