
Finding Jesus from afar 
 
So often we can become so exclusive in our thinking that Jesus is only for us. That He came only for 
the Jews and now only loves Christians. When Jesus came to His own – the Jews – they didn’t know 
Him, and didn’t want to know Him. The nation of Israel was a nation chosen to be a special people 
accomplish God’s purposes in this world. They were the starting point of God’s work in the world, 
but God’s desire was to draw people to Himself from everywhere to become a chosen special people 
belonging to Him. However, Bethlehem is where He entered the world to begin that process that 
was prophesied in many different ways over a few thousand years.  
 
Matthew 2: 1 – 12  
 
1) God draws people from near and far 

 The Magi were men who came from the east. They were probably Zoroastrian astrologers 
from Persia.  
 We don’t know how they got their information.  
 It’s possible that many people of the Babylonian and Persian Empires learnt the Jewish 

scriptures though Jews that were exiled to Babylon.  
 There were times when the people of the Empire were instructed by King 

Nebuchadnezzar not to say anything against the God of Shadrach, Meshach and 
Abednego after God saved them from the fire. (Daniel 3) 

 After God saved Daniel from the lions the emperor Darius commanded the people of the 
empire to fear and reverence the God of Daniel.  
 Daniel 6: 25 – 28 Then King Darius wrote to all the nations and peoples of every 

language in all the earth:  “May you prosper greatly! “I issue a decree that in every 
part of my kingdom people must fear and reverence the God of Daniel. “For he is the 
living God and he endures forever; his kingdom will not be destroyed, his dominion 
will never end. He rescues and he saves; he performs signs and wonders in the 
heavens and on the earth. He has rescued Daniel from the power of the lions.”  
So Daniel prospered during the reign of Darius and the reign of Cyrus the Persian. 

 The reigns of Darius and Cyrus extended to Persia, where the Magi would have learnt 
about the Jewish scriptures and prophecies regarding the Messiah.  

 God uses things of our past, culture and experiences to draw us to himself. 

 The exile was a dark part of Israel’s history that God used to glorify himself in ungodly places 
and that even ungodly emperors gave him the recognition and honour that he deserved.  

 It has always been God’s plan to draw people to himself who were far off. In God’s eyes 
being far off isn’t a geographical distance, but a spiritual state in relation to him.  

 His intention was to start with Israel and that through Israel all the nations of the earth 
would be blessed. (Genesis 12: 1 – 3)  
 Isaiah 33: 13 You who are far away, hear what I have done; you who are near, 

acknowledge my power! 
 Ephesians 2: 17 – 18 He came and preached peace to you who were far away and peace 

to those who were near. For through him we both have access to the Father by one 
Spirit. 

 Acts 2: 39 The promise is for you and your children and for all who are far off--for all 
whom the Lord our God will call. 

 We aren’t sure when the magi arrived in Bethlehem or when they had started their journey, 
but it could have taken them about a month to get there.  
 When God calls people from afar he often takes them on a journey to get to him.  

 
 



2) God guides us to Himself in various ways  

 The star appeared to the magi when they were in the east.  
 Matthew 2: 2 We saw his star when it rose and have come to worship him. 
 Matthew 2: 7 Then Herod called the Magi secretly and found out from them the exact 

time the star had appeared. 
 Being astrologers God guided them in a way that would have connected with them.  
 Jesus used parables about fish when he spoke to fishermen and about farming when he 

spoke to farmers.  
 God meets us at our point of understanding. He has placed things in our culture, 

background, religion, etc. that we would be able to understand and follow them to the 
truth. They themselves aren’t truth.  

 Although they were astrologers and studied the stars that star wasn’t a normal star. It led 
them all the way to Jesus. 
 Throughout history God had used out of the ordinary means to guide his people, 

especially when he was doing out of the ordinary things.  
 He led his people through the wilderness with pillars of cloud and fire.  
 He gave dreams and visions and the ability to interpret dreams and visions to Daniel.  
 He spoke to Balaam through a donkey 

 We aren’t told how the Magi knew that the star was leading them to the king of the Jews. 
Whichever way it was God was in it revealing it to them.  
 It’s possible that they had had access to the Jewish scriptures that they studied.  
 God may have revealed it to them in another way, like a dream or a vision.  

 Although God guided them though their understanding, out of the ordinary experience, their 
own personal experience, they only got to Jesus through the Word of God.  
 Matthew 2: 4 – 6 When he had called together all the people’s chief priests and teachers 

of the law, he asked them where the Messiah was to be born. “In Bethlehem in Judea,” 
they replied, “for this is what the prophet has written: “‘But you, Bethlehem, in the land 
of Judah, are by no means least among the rulers of Judah; for out of you will come a 
ruler who will shepherd my people Israel.’ 

 God uses general revelation to set in motion our seeking after him, but he uses His 
special revelation in Jesus for us to find and know him.  

 
3) We are drawn to worship and serve Him.   

 What is the outcome of meeting Jesus in person?  

 Worship and service.  

 Worship 
 Matthew 2: 11a On coming to the house, they saw the child with his mother Mary, and 

they bowed down and worshiped him. 
 When we meet Jesus personally the natural outcome is to worship Him.  
 We recognise that He is no ordinary person, but He is God who has become flesh and 

worthy of our worship.  
 He is the long awaited Messiah that was prophesied about for centuries.  
 He is the Saviour who died as a humble servant of mankind, but will return in all his 

glory, not as the king of the Jews, but the King of kings and the Lord of lords.  

 Service 
 Matthew 2: 11b Then they opened their treasures and presented him with gifts of gold, 

frankincense and myrrh. 
 Service is the second outcome of knowing him.  
 We present what we have back to him.  
 Serving others is a way of serving Him – What you’ve done foe the least of these you’ve 

done for me. (Matthew 25: 40) 


