
The Bible: The usefulness of scripture 
 
 
2 Timothy 3: 16 – 17 All Scripture is God-breathed and is useful for teaching, rebuking, correcting and training in 
righteousness, so that the servant of God may be thoroughly equipped for every good work. 
 
1) The Process 

• Paul gives a fourfold usefulness of scripture 

• Teaching – this is a noun, not a verb 
➢ This means it’s useful for the formulation or development of sound doctrine.  
➢ Sound doctrine is that which we believe – the foundations of our faith.  
➢ Ephesians 4: 14 Then we will no longer be infants, tossed back and forth by the waves, and blown here 

and there by every wind of teaching and by the cunning and craftiness of people in their deceitful 
scheming. 

➢ Sound teaching or doctrine gives us stability in our lives. 

• Rebuking 
➢ To give a rebuke is to strongly reprimand someone on the basis that it’s evident that they knew they 

were doing something wrong.  
➢ In order for them to have done something wrong there needs to be a standard against which morality 

and actions are measured.  
➢ Romans 7: 7 What shall we say, then? Is the law sinful? Certainly not! Nevertheless, I would not have 

known what sin was had it not been for the law. For I would not have known what coveting really was if 
the law had not said, “You shall not covet.” 

➢ Ecclesiastes 7: 5 It is better to heed the rebuke of a wise person than to listen to the song of fools. 
➢ A rebuke should always be objective rebuking the person’s actions against the measure of the scriptures.  

• Correcting 
➢ The difference between rebuking and correcting is that a person who knows something is wrong and still 

does is should be rebuked. A person who does something wrong in ignorance should be corrected.  
➢ To correct means to rectify something or to make something straight that was crooked.  
➢ They are set on the right path.  
➢ If someone doesn’t know that committing adultery is a sin then they need to be shown from the 

scriptures why it’s sin.  
➢ Always correct according to the scriptures and not according to cultural norms e.g. dress code.  

• Training in righteousness refers to discipline 
➢ We unfortunately normally equate discipline to punishment.  
➢ Discipline is the constant correction of someone to do the right thing until doing the right thing becomes 

their natural habit.  
➢ If a person has a habit of lying then they need to be constantly corrected to break the lying habit and 

that telling the truth becomes their new norm.  
➢ God disciplines those he loves  
➢ Hebrews 12: 7 – 11 Endure hardship as discipline; God is treating you as his children. For what children 

are not disciplined by their father? If you are not disciplined—and everyone undergoes discipline —then 
you are not legitimate, not true sons and daughters at all. Moreover, we have all had human fathers who 
disciplined us and we respected them for it. How much more should we submit to the Father of spirits 
and live! They disciplined us for a little while as they thought best; but God disciplines us for our good, in 
order that we may share in his holiness. No discipline seems pleasant at the time, but painful. Later on, 
however, it produces a harvest of righteousness and peace for those who have been trained by it. 

• Scripture is far more useful that teaching, rebuking, correcting and training in righteousness.  
➢ 2 Timothy 4: 2 Preach the word; be prepared in season and out of season; correct, rebuke and 

encourage —with great patience and careful instruction. 
➢ We are also to use the scriptures for encouragement.  
➢ God’s Word gives hope and assurance in times of need.  

 
 
 
 



2) The Person 

• Servant of God or man of God merely means a godly person who serves God.  
➢ A godly person is someone who lives a godly life that’s aligned to the scriptures.  
➢ The scriptures reveal the character of God and so aligning ourselves to them means we align our 

character to his character. 

• True godliness is of character as well as action.  

• Many people put on a show of godliness that’s shallow and fake.  
➢ 2 Timothy 3: 5 …having a form of godliness but denying its power. Have nothing to do with such people. 

• There’s a contrast between a truly godly person and a fake godly person 
➢ 1 Timothy 6: 3 – 5  If anyone teaches otherwise and does not agree to the sound instruction of our Lord 

Jesus Christ and to godly teaching, they are conceited and understand nothing. They have an unhealthy 
interest in controversies and quarrels about words that result in envy, strife, malicious talk, evil 
suspicions and constant friction between people of corrupt mind, who have been robbed of the truth 
and who think that godliness is a means to financial gain. 

• Traits of a godly person 
➢ Holds on the sound Biblical teaching and doctrine, which they recognise as the instruction of the Lord.  
➢ They are not proud or conceited 
➢ They don’t have and unhealthy interest in controversial matters 
➢ They seek peace based on truth and avoid strife 
➢ They don’t mix freely with corrupt people 
➢ They don’t use godliness as a means to financial gain.  

 
3) The Purpose  

• The purpose of the scriptures is twofold-fold 
➢ Our godliness as we align our lives to the Word of God 
➢ Being equipped for every good work.  

• We were born again of the Word of God 
➢ 1 Peter 1: 23 For you have been born again, not of perishable seed, but of imperishable, through the 

living and enduring word of God. 

• We have been given that we need to live a godly life 
➢ 2 Peter 1: 3 His divine power has given us everything we need for a godly life through our knowledge of 

him who called us by his own glory and goodness. 

• The second purpose of the scriptures is to equip us for every good work.  
➢ Ephesians 2: 8 – 10 For it is by grace you have been saved, through faith —and this is not from 

yourselves, it is the gift of God— not by works, so that no one can boast. For we are God’s handiwork, 
created in Christ Jesus to do good works, which God prepared in advance for us to do. 

➢ We aren’t saved by good works, but we do good works because we’re saved.  
➢ Faith is completed by works.  

• What good works do God require?  

• Fulfilling his commands 
➢ Love the Lord your God and love your neighbour as yourself (Matthew 22: 37) 
➢ Go and make disciples of all nations (Matthew 28: 18 – 20) 
➢ Love one another, care for one another, carry one another’s burdens, forgive one another, etc.  
➢ Give to the needy (Matthew 6: 2) 
➢ Speak up for the oppressed. (Proverbs 31: 8 – 9) 

• Focus on your primary calling and leave other works to others to do.  
➢ Paul was called to the Gentiles and Peter was called to the Jews. (Galatians 2: 9) 
➢ The apostles appointed deacons to feed the widows so that they could focus on the word of God and 

prayer. (Acts 6: 3 – 4) 
 


