
Witnesses to the ends of the earth 
 
Acts 1: 4 – 9 On one occasion, while he was eating with them, he gave them this command: “Do not leave 
Jerusalem, but wait for the gift my Father promised, which you have heard me speak about. For John 
baptized with water, but in a few days you will be baptized with the Holy Spirit.”  
Then they gathered around him and asked him, “Lord, are you at this time going to restore the kingdom to 
Israel?” 
He said to them: “It is not for you to know the times or dates the Father has set by his own authority. But 
you will receive power when the Holy Spirit comes on you; and you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem, and in 
all Judea and Samaria, and to the ends of the earth.”  
After he said this, he was taken up before their very eyes, and a cloud hid him from their sight. 
 
1) The power of missions 

• …in a few days you will be baptized with the Holy Spirit. (v. 5) 

• But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit comes on you. (v. 8) 

• The power of missions is the power of God Himself working through the messenger.  
➢ John 15: 5 I am the vine; you are the branches. If you remain in me and I in you, you will bear 

much fruit; apart from me you can do nothing. 

• Jesus himself returned from his forty day fast in the power of the Spirit to start his ministry 
➢ Luke 4: 14 Jesus returned to Galilee in the power of the Spirit, and news about him spread 

through the whole countryside. 

• Neither did the apostle Paul rely on his own wisdom and experience but on the power of the Spirit.  
➢ 1 Thessalonians 1: 5 Our gospel came to you not simply with words but also with power, with 

the Holy Spirit and deep conviction. 
➢ 1 Corinthians 2: 2 – 5 I resolved to know nothing while I was with you except Jesus Christ and 

him crucified. I came to you in weakness with great fear and trembling. My message and my 
preaching were not with wise and persuasive words, but with a demonstration of the Spirit’s 
power, so that your faith might not rest on human wisdom, but on God’s power. 

• God wants to use you to bring his message of salvation and hope to the world. He isn’t looking for 
people with extraordinary gifts and talents. He’s looking for ordinary people who are completely 
submitted to him.  
➢ Whenever it is a question of God’s almighty Spirit, never say “I can’t”. (Oswald Chambers) 

 
2) The messenger of missions 

• But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit comes on you; and you will be my witnesses… (v.8) 

• Jesus was speaking to his disciples.  

• They were ordinary uneducated men who had been with Jesus 
➢ Acts 4: 13 When they saw the courage of Peter and John and realized that they were 

unschooled, ordinary men, they were astonished and they took note that these men had been 
with Jesus. 

➢ They had courage that came from being with Jesus 

• The messenger is filled with the Holy Spirit 
➢ Controlled by the Holy Spirit – character  
➢ Guided by the Holy Spirit – leading  
➢ Reliant on the Holy Spirit to be witnesses – dependence  

  
 
3) The message of missions 

• Acts 1: 6 Then they gathered around him and asked him, “Lord, are you at this time going to restore 
the kingdom to Israel?” 



• Although the disciples had the wrong idea of the kingdom Jesus turned it around by saying that they 
will be witnesses when they Holy Spirit comes on them.  
➢ Witnesses of what?  
➢ Witnesses of the kingdom of God  
➢ Witnesses of the king of the kingdom of God 
➢ Witnesses of the works of the king of the kingdom 
➢ Witnesses of the salvation of the king from the kingdom of darkness to the kingdom of light, 

where he reigns.  

• How does a person enter the kingdom of God?  
➢ John 3: 3 – 5 Jesus replied, “Very truly I tell you, no one can see the kingdom of God unless they 

are born again.”  
“How can someone be born when they are old?” Nicodemus asked. “Surely they cannot enter a 
second time into their mother’s womb to be born!” 
Jesus answered, “Very truly I tell you, no one can enter the kingdom of God unless they are born 
of water and the Spirit. 

• How is a person born again?  
➢ John 3: 14 – 18 Just as Moses lifted up the snake in the wilderness, so the Son of Man must be 

lifted up, that everyone who believes may have eternal life in him.”  
For God so loved the world that he gave his one and only Son, that whoever believes in him shall 
not perish but have eternal life. For God did not send his Son into the world to condemn the 
world, but to save the world through him. Whoever believes in him is not condemned, but 
whoever does not believe stands condemned already because they have not believed in the 
name of God’s one and only Son. 

• The message is the message of the cross 
➢ 1 Corinthians 2: 2 For I resolved to know nothing while I was with you except Jesus Christ and 

him crucified. 
 
4) The scope of missions 

• Acts 1: 8 But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit comes on you; and you will be my 
witnesses in Jerusalem, and in all Judea and Samaria, and to the ends of the earth. 

• Jerusalem 
➢ The disciples were in Jerusalem 
➢ Start where you are 
➢ If you aren’t doing anything for the kingdom where you are don’t plan to go anywhere else.  

• Judea 
➢ Judea was the “province” where Jerusalem was situated.  
➢ It’s like Gauteng if we live in Pretoria.  
➢ Sometimes God wants us to move slightly beyond the boundaries of our cities.  

• Samaria 
➢ Samaria was a neighbouring area to Israel.  
➢ The culture and religion were different 
➢ Jews and Samaritans didn’t get along 
➢ God often calls us to uncomfortable situations where things are different and even where 

people are hostile to us.  

• The ends of the earth 
➢ It’s God’s desire that people from every tribe and tongue will worship him for eternity 
➢ Revelation 7: 9 – 10 After this I looked, and there before me was a great multitude that no one 

could count, from every nation, tribe, people and language, standing before the throne and 
before the Lamb. They were wearing white robes and were holding palm branches in their 
hands. And they cried out in a loud voice: “Salvation belongs to our God, who sits on the throne, 
and to the Lamb.” 


