
The annunciation of the awaited Messiah 
 
Israel has been waiting in anticipation for their Messiah. An angel had appeared to Elizabeth in her 
old age though she was barren and she conceived the forerunner to the Messiah. Six months later 
the same angel appeared to Mary, a virgin and a relative of Elizabeth, with news that she was 
going to give birth to a son. The son that Mary was going to bear was the Messiah himself.  
 
Luke 1: 26 - 38  
In the sixth month of Elizabeth’s pregnancy, God sent the angel Gabriel to Nazareth, a town in 
Galilee, to a virgin pledged to be married to a man named Joseph, a descendant of David. The 
virgin’s name was Mary. The angel went to her and said, “Greetings, you who are highly favored! 
The Lord is with you.” 
Mary was greatly troubled at his words and wondered what kind of greeting this might be. But the 
angel said to her, “Do not be afraid, Mary; you have found favor with God. You will conceive and 
give birth to a son, and you are to call him Jesus. He will be great and will be called the Son of the 
Most High. The Lord God will give him the throne of his father David, and he will reign over Jacob’s 
descendants forever; his kingdom will never end.”  
“How will this be,” Mary asked the angel, “since I am a virgin?” 
The angel answered, “The Holy Spirit will come on you, and the power of the Most High will 
overshadow you. So the holy one to be born will be called the Son of God. Even Elizabeth your 
relative is going to have a child in her old age, and she who was said to be unable to conceive is in 
her sixth month. For no word from God will ever fail.”  
“I am the Lord’s servant,” Mary answered. “May your word to me be fulfilled.” Then the angel left 
her. 
 
1) The Messiah was to be a descendant of David (v.27) 

“A shoot will come up from the stump of Jesse; from his roots a Branch will bear fruit.”       
           (Isaiah 11: 1) 

• God created Israel – chose Israel before the other nations of the world – as His starting 
point in the world for the redemption of the world 

• God chose to make a covenant of the house of David that the Messiah would come from 
David's descendants.  

• Jesus was often referred to as the “son of David” and accepted this title.  

• We don't know the genealogy of Mary, but Joseph was a descendant of David. Although he 
wasn't the biological father of Jesus he was pledged to be married to Mary and so Jesus was 
registered as the son of Joseph.  

• Luke 2: 4 So Joseph also went up from the town of Nazareth in Galilee to Judea, to 
Bethlehem the town of David, because he belonged to the house and line of David. 

THE MESSIAH, JESUS, DESCENDED FROM THE LINE OF DAVID  
 

2) The Messiah was to be born of a virgin (v. 27 & 34) 
     “Therefore the Lord himself will give you a sign: Behold, a virgin will be with child and bear a    
     son, and she will call his name Immanuel.” (Isaiah 7: 14) 

• Mary had not had sex with a man. The Holy Spirit was going to overshadow Mary. He was 
going to cause her to be pregnant with the Son of God.  

• This was conception of God becoming man yet continuing to be God.  

• Jesus was not of human, but of divine origin. 
THE MESSIAH, JESUS, WAS BORN OF A VIRGIN 

 



3) The Messiah will be called Immanuel (v. 32 & 35) 
 “For to us a child is born, to us a son is given, and the government will be on His shoulders. And 
 he will be called Wonderful Counsellor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace.”  
            (Isaiah 9: 6) 

• “He will be great and be called the Son of the Most High”. (v.32) 

• “So the holy one to be born will be called the Son of God”. (v.35) 

• Immanuel means “God with us” - this is his identity of being 

• He will be called Jesus – God gave him this name, not man. 

• Jesus means Saviour – this is the reason for being 

• Other names a combination of the Trinity  
➢ Counsellor – Holy Spirit 
➢ Mighty God, Everlasting Father – Father 
➢ Prince of Peace – a peace I give you 

 
THE MESSIAH, JESUS, IS IMMANUEL, GOD WITH US 
 
4) The Messiah will reign on the throne of David and his kingdom will never end (vs.32 - 33) 

“In love a throne will be established; in faithfulness a man will sit on it - one from the house of 
David - one who in judging seeks justice and speed the cause of righteousness.” (Isaiah 16: 5) 

 
 “Of the increase of his government and peace there will be no end. He will reign on David's  
 throne and over his kingdom, establishing and upholding it with justice and righteousness from 
 that time on and forever.” (Isaiah 9: 7) 
 

• Jesus came preaching the Kingdom of God  

• He told Pilate that his kingdom is not of this world 

• The Messiah did not come to redeem Israel from the Romans and establish his political 
kingdom. He came to establish the spiritual kingdom of God that will be an eternal kingdom. 

• The kingdom of God has come and is yet to come.  

• Is Jesus your king? 

• Do you submit to his absolute authority? 
 
THE MESSIAH, JESUS, IS THE KING OF KINGS AND THE LORD OF LORDS 
 
Have you recognised him as the blessed one of God? Or is he just another religious teacher to 
you? 


