
Faith is superior to reason 
 
A church was concerned because there was a very unsavoury business run by atheists, right next door. So they 
prayed and prayed, and one day, the business burned down. The atheists heard that the church had prayed about 
them and decided to sue them. When they got to court, the Christians objected that they were being sued as they 
had no idea that the atheists’ business was going to burn down and didn’t believe that God had done this as a result 
of their prayers. But the atheists were determined and insisted that the Christians had caused the problem. Finally, 
the judge looked at both of the parties and said, “So let me get this straight. I have before me Christians who don’t 
believe and atheists that do. Is that correct?” 
 
John 20: 24 – 29 Now Thomas (also known as Didymus), one of the Twelve, was not with the disciples when Jesus 
came. So the other disciples told him, “We have seen the Lord!” 
But he said to them, “Unless I see the nail marks in his hands and put my finger where the nails were, and put my 
hand into his side, I will not believe.”  
A week later his disciples were in the house again, and Thomas was with them. Though the doors were locked, Jesus 
came and stood among them and said, “Peace be with you!” Then he said to Thomas, “Put your finger here; see my 
hands. Reach out your hand and put it into my side. Stop doubting and believe.”  
Thomas said to him, “My Lord and my God!” 
Then Jesus told him, “Because you have seen me, you have believed; blessed are those who have not seen and yet 
have believed.” 
 
1) The quest for proof 

• I’ve just read excerpts of an article by an economist named Francisco Mejia Uribe called “Believing without 
evidence is always morally wrong” refuting the thought of a 19th century mathematician and philosopher, 
William Kingdon Clifford.  
➢ It is interesting that Clifford referred to the morality of believing without the proof of what you’re 

believing in. He spoke about responsible faith.  
➢ In other words, believe only that what can be proven to be true.  
➢ In most instances I agree with him, especially with so much fake news and scams going around.  
➢ If we believe that a microchip is going to be inserted into our bodies with the vaccine then we will avoid 

the vaccine.  

• Many theologians want proof that everything in the Bible happened as it did, and attempt to explain away 
the miracles of God.  

• Thomas was a disciple who walked with Jesus for three and a half years, heard his teachings and his 
prophecies about himself, yet he doubted the resurrection after it happened.  
➢ Thomas wanted proof that Jesus had risen from the dead - Unless I see the nail marks in his hands and 

put my finger where the nails were, and put my hand into his side, I will not believe.  

• Although we often refer to Thomas as doubting Thomas because of this incident the other apostles also 
doubted Jesus’ resurrection 
➢ Luke 24: 9 – 12 When they came back from the tomb, they told all these things to the Eleven and to all 

the others. It was Mary Magdalene, Joanna, Mary the mother of James, and the others with them who 
told this to the apostles. But they did not believe the women, because their words seemed to them like 
nonsense. Peter, however, got up and ran to the tomb. Bending over, he saw the strips of linen lying by 
themselves, and he went away, wondering to himself what had happened. 

• Lee Strobel was an atheist who went on a quest to disprove the authenticity of the Bible and Christ visiting 
experts in various fields of Bible authority. He eventually lost his cause and acknowledged the truth of the 
Bible and submitted himself under the Lordship of Christ.  

• Much of our evangelism uses reason as we try to explain concepts such as the Trinity, the deity of Christ, the 
authenticity of the Bible, etc.  

• Reason isn’t wrong in itself. The Bible talks a lot about using our minds. God gave us a mind and the power of 
reason to be used.  
➢ 1 Corinthians 14: 20 Brothers and sisters, stop thinking like children. In regard to evil be infants, but in 

your thinking be adults. 
➢ Romans 12: 2 Do not conform to the pattern of this world, but be transformed by the renewing of your 

mind. 
 



2) Encountering the risen Christ 

• God intended our minds – our reason – to be used for his glory. Hence, the commands to be adults in our 
thinking and for our minds to be renewed.  

• In Thomas’ case when he was provided with the proof that he looked for he believed, as was the case with 
Lee Strobel, who turned from atheism to faith in Christ, and Nabeel Qureshi, who turned from Islam to faith 
in Christ, after being presented with reasonable facts of Christ.  

• When the risen Christ is truly encountered what other proof do they need?  
➢ Remember how even Peter went away from the empty tomb wondering what had happened. But when 

he met Jesus in person later on he had no doubt that it was him.  
➢ All the apostles, including Thomas, were transformed men with unshakable faith after they had an 

encounter with the risen Christ. Most of them ended dying martyrs’ deaths for the sake of Jesus.  
➢ Paul, a persecutor of the church, could not be convinced of the truthfulness of Jesus by reason, but 

when he had a real encounter with Jesus on the road to Damascus, he was transformed and preached 
the Christ who he had just been persecuting.  

• Reason and seeing proof doesn’t always lead to faith.  
➢ Jesus did many miracles in front of the Pharisees and teachers of the law, yet they still didn’t believe due 

to their stubbornness and hardness of heart. 
➢ The crowds even experienced Jesus’ miracles such as the 5000 eating of the five loaves and two fish, yet 

did not desire after him. Most didn’t follow him after that. They merely wanted their needs met. 

• It is then not merely the physical and spiritual encounter with Jesus, but an encounter with his Word in faith 
that will bring the truth to our hearts and minds.  
➢ John 8: 31 – 32 To the Jews who had believed him, Jesus said, “If you hold to my teaching, you are really 

my disciples. Then you will know the truth, and the truth will set you free. 
 
3) Blessed are those who believe  

• As good as reason is that it is something that has been given to us by God, faith without proof is better 
➢ John 20: 29 Then Jesus told him, “Because you have seen me, you have believed; blessed are those who 

have not seen and yet have believed.” 

• Proof is necessary, unless the facts have been presented by a reliable undoubtable source.  
➢ If someone who is respectable and known for their truthfulness says something then it’s an insult to that 

person to ask for proof of what they’re saying.  

• Jesus made it clear and plain who he is and what was gong to happen to him 
➢ Luke 24: 6 – 8 He is not here; he has risen! Remember how he told you, while he was still with you in 

Galilee: ‘The Son of Man must be delivered over to the hands of sinners, be crucified and on the third 
day be raised again.’” Then they remembered his words. 

➢ Matthew 28: 5 – 6 The angel said to the women, “Do not be afraid, for I know that you are looking for 
Jesus, who was crucified. He is not here; he has risen, just as he said. Come and see the place where he 
lay. 

• Thomas and the other apostles should have known and believed this.  
➢ Their doubt was an insult to Jesus as they didn’t uphold him as having been truthful.  

• Jesus never downplayed the role of reason, but he commends faith on his word as more commendable.  
➢ Blessed are those who have not seen and yet have believed.” 

• How easy is it for us who have even had an encounter with Jesus, sit in church regularly,  yet still don’t have 
life changing faith  

 


