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Session 1       
Salvation (Justification) 

 
The Fall of Man and Sin 
 
Man was created in the image and likeness of God (Genesis 1: 27) 
 
The fall of man (Genesis 3) 
 
Man became sinful – he got a sinful nature.  
We sin because we are sinners NOT we are sinners because we sin.  
 
Adam’s sinful nature was passed down to his descendents. 
 
Cain killed Abel (Genesis 4) 
 
Mankind did not get better but continued to get worse. 
“The Lord saw how great man’s wickedness on the earth had become, and that every 
inclination of the thoughts of his heart was only evil all the time” (Genesis 6: 5) 
 
Man is in bondage to sin and cannot free himself. 
“Can the Ethiopian change his skin or the Leopard its spots? Neither can you do good who 
are accustomed to doing evil.” (Jeremiah 13: 23) 
 
We inherit the sinful nature. Sin comes naturally to us. We don’t have to teach anyone to 
sin. We have to teach them to do good. 
“Surely I was sinful at birth, sinful from the time my mother conceived me.” (Psalm 51: 5) 
 
With all our education, technology, civilization, religion and sophistication man has not got 
any better. All these things cannot change the sinful nature of man. 
“As it was in the days of Noah, so it will be at the coming of the Son of Man.” (Matthew 24: 
37) 
 
We think that we are improving by we are deceived into thinking that we can better 
ourselves. The world is full of self improvement programs, yoga, etc.  
“The heart is deceitful above all things and beyond cure. Who can understand it?” 
(Jeremiah 17: 9) 
 
Consequences of the fall  
1) Man became blind to God – blind to righteousness and unrighteousness                               

2 Corinthians 4: 4     John 9: 39 – 41  
 
2) Self Centeredness   Pride    Isaiah 14: 12 – 14  
     Selfish Ambition James 4: 13 – 16 
     Self Reliance  Proverbs 28: 26  
 
3) The Lust of the Flesh  Galatians 5: 19 – 21  
 
4) Worldliness    1 John 2: 16 
 
5) Weakness     2 Corinthians 12: 9 
 



Practise of 1 – 4 will send us to hell. Allowing weakness to cause us to practise them will 
 also send us to hell.     Romans 3: 23 
God is Holy and does not tolerate sin  
“I am the Lord your God; consecrate yourselves and be holy, because I am holy.” 
(Leviticus 11: 44) 
 
Our sins have separated us from God. 
“But your iniquities have separated you from your God; your sins have hidden his face 
from you, so that he will not hear.” (Isaiah 59: 2)  
 
God is merciful and desires to forgive sin 
“The Lord is compassionate and gracious, slow to anger, abounding in love.” (Psalm 103: 
8) 
“(The Lord) forgives all your sins) 
 
The holiness and mercy of God are met on the cross of Christ – The justice of God 
“He was delivered over to death for our sins and was raised to life for our justification”            

(Romans 4: 25) 
 
“In fact the law requires that nearly everything be cleansed with blood, and without the 
shedding of blood there is no forgiveness.” (Hebrews 9:22)  
 
Equation 

Sin = death 
 

We are sinners therefore we must die – be put to death 
 

God is merciful and wants to forgive us our sin but his holiness demands the shedding of 
blood (death) for the forgiveness of sin 

 
Jesus shed his blood (dies) on a cross in our place – he takes the punishment for our sin – 

and we are free 
 

If we believe that Jesus died in our place and has forgiven us of our sins then we have 
been justified and declared righteous before God. 
“For is by grace you have been saved, through faith – and this not from yourselves, it is 
the gift of God – not by works, so that no one can boast.” (Ephesians 2: 8 – 9) 
 
Jesus came to: 
1) Forgive sins     

“Therefore, my brothers, I want you to know that through Jesus the forgiveness of sins is 
proclaimed to you.” (Acts 13: 38) 
 

2) Save us from our sins   
“She will give birth to a son, and you are to give him the name Jesus, because he will 
save his people from their sins.” (Matthew 1: 21) 
 

3) Reconcile us to God   
“All this is from God, who reconciled us to himself through Christ, and gave us the 
ministry of reconciliation.” (2 Corinthians 5: 18)  

 
4) Bring the hope of eternal life  

“…a faith and knowledge resting on the hope of eternal life, which God, who does not lie, 
promised before the beginning of time.” (Titus 1: 2)  



 
 

Session 2 
Salvation (Sanctification & Glorification) 

 
Deliverance from sin through Jesus Christ 
“For what the law was powerless to do in that it was weakened by the sinful nature, God 
did by sending his own Son in the likeness of sinful man to be a sin offering. And so he 
condemned sin in sinful man.” (Romans 8: 3)  
 
“I will give you a new heart and put a new spirit in you; I will remove from you your heart 
of stone and give you a heart of flesh. And I will put my spirit in you and move you to 
follow my decrees and be careful to keep my laws.” (Ezekiel 36: 26, 27)  
 
Jesus did not only come to forgive us our sins but he came to put our sinful nature to 
death.  
 
Romans 6: 1 – 7, 11  

 We were baptized into the death of Christ, buried with him and united with him in his 
resurrection.  

 Our old self was crucified with him so that the body of sin may be done away with, 
that we should no longer be slaves to sin.  

 Count yourselves dead to sin but alive to God 
 
The crucifixion of the consequences of the fall 
1) Man gains sight of the Kingdom of God  

“Jesus declared, ‘I tell you the truth, no one can see the kingdom of God unless he is 
born again.’” (John 3: 3) 

 
2) Self is crucified – become Christ centered 

“I have been crucified with Christ and I know longer live, but Christ lives in me.”         
(Galatians 2: 20) 

 
3) The lust of the flesh is crucified 

“Those who belong to Christ Jesus have crucified the sinful nature with its passions 
and desires”  

(Galatians 5: 24) 
 
4) Worldliness is crucified 

“May I never boast except in the cross of our Lord Jesus Christ, through which the 
world has been crucified to me, and I to the world.” (Galatians 6: 14) 

 
5) Weakness is often not removed but grace is given to overcome it.   

“But he said to me, ‘My grace is sufficient for you, for my power is made perfect in 
weakness.’”  

                                                                                                               (2 Corinthians 12: 9) 
 
 
The walk of salvation (sanctification) 
 
Man gain sight of the Kingdom of God - “I tell you the truth, no one can see the kingdom of 
God unless he is born again” (John 3: 3)  
 



“I tell you the truth, no one can enter the kingdom of God unless he is born of water and 
spirit.” John 3: 5 
“Therefore, since we have been justified through faith, we have peace with God through 
our Lord Jesus Christ, through whom we have gained access by faith into this grace in 
which we now stand.” Romans 5: 1 – 2  
The narrow and wide gates – Matthew 7: 13 – 14 
We need to enter by the small gate and walk on the narrow road  
The walk of salvation (sanctification) is a journey along the narrow road  
 
The forgiveness of sins along this road – 1 John 1: 9  
 
The Gospel is the power of God for the salvation of everyone who believes.                                     
                                                                                                                  Romans 1: 16 – 17  
 
The message of the cross is the power of God for us who are being saved.                                                         
                                                                                                                  1 Corinthians 1: 18  
 
THIS WALK OF SANCTIFICATION IS A WALK OF FAITH IN THE FINISHED WORK OF 
CHRIST ON THE CROSS. 
 
Say no to sin, self and the world and live self-controlled, upright and godly lives.            
                                                                                                                       Titus 2: 11 – 14  
 
Suffering and Glorification 
“Those who are led by the spirit of God are sons of God” (Romans 8: 14) 
 
We are heirs of God and co-heirs with Christ   
If we share in his sufferings we will share in his glory   (Romans 8: 16 – 17) 
 
“In fact, everyone who wants to live a godly life in Christ Jesus will be persecuted.”  
           (2 Timothy 3: 12) 
 
Our attitude in suffering: 
1 Peter 4: 12 – 19  
● Do not be surprised at the painful trial you are suffering 
● Rejoice that you participate in the sufferings of Christ 
● You may be overjoyed when His glory is revealed 
● Those who suffer according to God's will should commit themselves to their faithful 

Creator and continue to do good. 
 
“That is why, for Christ's sake, I delight in weaknesses, in insults, in hardships, in 
persecutions in difficulties. For when I am weak then I am strong.” 2 Corinthians 12: 10 
 
“We behold as in a mirror the glory of the Lord, are being transformed into the same image 
from glory to glory.” 2 Corinthians 3: 18 (NASV) 
 
2 Corinthians 4: 7 – 12  
● This treasure is in jars of clay 
● Hardpressed but not crushed 
● Perplexed but not in despair 
● Persecuted but not abandoned 
● Struck down but not destroyed 
● Carry in our body the death of Jesus 
● The life of Jesus may be revealed in our body 



● Death is at work in us, but life is at work in you. 
 
“For momentary light affliction is producing for us an eternal weight of glory far beyond all 
comparison.” 2 Corinthians 4: 16 – 18 (NASV) 
 
“I consider that our present sufferings are not worth comparing with the glory that will be 
revealed in us” (Romans 8: 18)  
 
Paul's afflictions 
2 Corinthians 6: 4 – 10  
2 Corinthians 11: 23 – 29 
 
What is our hope of glory? 
“Now it is God who has made us for this very purpose and has given us the Spirit as a 
deposit, guaranteeing what is to come.” 2 Corinthians 5: 5 
 
“Not only so, but we ourselves, who have the firstfruits of the Spirit, groan inwardly as we 
wait eagerly for our adoption as sons, the redemption of our bodies.” Romans 8: 23 
 
Christ in you, the hope of glory – Colossians 1: 27  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 

Session 3  
Baptism and The Lord's Supper 

 
What is Baptism? 
Believer's baptism is an act of obedience to our Lord Jesus Christ. Baptism is a sign 
(symbol) of personal repentance, faith and new life in Christ. It consists of immersion in 
water in the name of the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit (Matthew 28: 19).  
 
When a person is put under the water, it is as if the person is saying, “I have let Jesus bury 
my old way of living.” When the person is brought out of the water, the person is saying, “I 
have begun a new life because of what Jesus has done for me.” The new life begins when 
the person accepts Jesus. Baptism is a public symbol of their commitment to Jesus.  
 
Baptism is the first ordinance of the church. In New Testament days, baptism was always 
by immersion. Baptism is an act of obedience symbolising the believer's faith in a crucified, 
buried and risen Lord, the believer's death to sin, burial of the old life and resurrection of 
the new life in Christ. It signifies our union with Christ in his death, our burial with him and 
our resurrection with him to newness of life. Our old self was crucified with him and now 
we no longer live by our sinful nature but by the new life that we were raised with (Romans 
6: 1 – 7).  
 
Baptism is important. Jesus set the example for baptism. He walked to the Jordan river 
where John the Baptist baptised Jesus (Mark 1: 9 – 11; Matthew 3: 13 – 17; Luke 3: 21 – 
22). Jesus went down into the water to be baptised and came up out of the water. He saw 
baptism as a part of God's plan for Him and for all of those who would be saved.  
 
 
Who should be baptised? 
Baptism is for believers only. The people being baptised should have heard and 
responded to the message that Jesus bore their sins, died on the cross in their place and 
was raised from the dead. They must realise that Jesus died on the cross in their place 
and they must have received him as Lord and Saviour. Again, Jesus in Matthew 28: 19 – 
20 gave the command to “make disciples of all nations baptising them”.  
 
Baptism is initiation into Christ and not graduation. We need to believe in Jesus to be 
baptised but we don't have to wait until we are perfect before we are baptised. It comes at 
the entrance of the narrow way not at the end of the narrow road.  
 
Why should we be baptised? 
Baptism is an act of obedience. The person who has confessed sin, repented and asked 
Jesus to be Lord and Saviour of their lives should be baptised. Baptism is not necessary 
for salvation. One is not saved by water. “The blood of Jesus, his Son, purifies us from all 
sin.” (1 John 1: 7)  
Baptism is a public testimony that the believer is following Christ. The believer must 
publicly express his commitment to be a follower of Jesus.  
 
Baptism is an identification with Jesus, who was baptised “to fulfill all righteousness” 
(Matthew 3: 15). Jesus was baptised to identify with us as sinners; we are baptised to 
identify with Him, the sinless Saviour.  
 
 
 



 
 
How and Where should a person be baptised? 
Baptism by immersion is the correct way according to the Bible. The word baptise means 
to “bury” or “immerse”. Immerse means to “dip” or “plunge into liquid”.  
 
Baptism could take place in a river, sea, baptistery, swimming pool or stream – anywhere 
where there is water available for immersion.  
 
How many times should a believer be baptised? 
Jesus' words to the disciples in Matthew 28: 29 were “go and make disciples of all nations, 
baptising them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.” Jesus is 
not telling his disciples to baptise his followers three times but one in the name of the 
Father, Son and Holy Spirit – three in one. Baptism indicates the burial of the old life and is 
symbolised as the believer is immersed once in the water.  
 
 
Baptism is: 

 An act of simple obedience to Jesus on the part of the disciples. 

 Identification with Jesus 

 For persons who have been saved through faith in Jesus  

 Not essential for salvation 

 By immersion in water 

 A public testimony 

 Identifies the person as a follower of Jesus 

 A church ordinance. The church is instructed by Jesus to baptize 

 Declares our new life in Christ. 
 
Scriptures relating to baptism 

 Matthew 3: 13 – 17 

 Luke 3: 21 – 22 

 Mark 1: 9 – 11  

 John 4: 1 

 Matthew 28: 19 

 Mark 16: 15 – 16  

 Acts 2: 41 

 Acts 8: 12, 38 

 Acts 9: 18 

 Acts 10: 47 – 48 

 Acts 16: 31 – 33  

 Romans 6: 3 – 4  

 
 
What is the Meaning of the Lord’s Supper? 
 
The Lord’s Supper is an ordinance of the church at which we break bread and take the 
cup. The Lord’s Supper is for believers only. 
 
Participation in the Lord’s Supper enables Christians to: 
1. Remember the Lord’s death on the cross making salvation possible. 
2. Examine our own lives in the light of Christ’s demands. 
3. Anticipate Christ’s return. 
 
Jesus gave the bread and the wine to His disciples during Passover. He shared in the 
meal designed to be a sign of the new covenant. Jesus took bread and broke it. The bread 
was a symbol of His body that was offered for us at the cross. The bread is a visual aid for 
us to share in and remember what Jesus did for us. He died for our sins. We thus 
remember His sacrifice for us.  
 



The cup (grape juice or wine) is a symbol of His blood shed for our sins. Jesus’ blood was 
shed for the sins of the world to save us. The blood was “poured out for the forgiveness of 
sins” (Matthew 26: 28) 
 
As believers share in the Lord’s Supper, Jesus’ followers must remember what he did at 
the cross. His body was broken and His blood shed for the world. He said, “This is my 
body given for you; do this in remembrance of me” (Luke 22: 19). Believers need to take 
time to remember and reflect on what Jesus did for them each time they participate in the 
Lord’s Supper.  
 
 
Background of the Passover Feast 
Passover is an ancient feast that goes back to the Israelites slavery in Egypt. The Jewish 
people had lived in Egypt and as a result of the Pharaoh resisting God’s Word through 
Moses, the firstborn in each household was to be killed. The Lord would pass through the 
land and kill the firstborn of each family and of their cattle. But, if the blood of a lamb were 
placed on the doorframe of the home the Lord would pass over the house.  
 
Passover is a one-day feast observed each year in March – April, the day God delivered 
His people from Egypt. God commanded that Passover be observed as a memorial 
forever.  
 
Jesus celebrated Passover with His disciples at which he served the bread and the cup of 
the Lord’s Supper and then He was crucified. Passover was a celebration of redemption 
from Egyptian slavery through the blood of the sacrificial lamb placed on Israelite 
doorposts. The Passover lamb was to be perfect, having no broken bones or blemishes. 
Dying on the cross Jesus freed us from slavery to sin.   
  
The similarities between the Passover lamb and Jesus   
a. Neither had defects   
b. They both died on the same day of the year 
c. They were both set aside for a special purpose 
d. In a sense they both saved people from death and judgement 
e. They both saved from slavery 
f. They both were “taken” with bitter things 
g. The blood was put in a shape of cross (poles, crossbar) 
h. Neither of their bones were broken  
i. Sacrifice of the first born 
j. Both were male 
k. Both died at twilight  
l. Both shed blood  
 
How often should one participate in the Lord’s Supper? 
There is no Biblical requirement as to how often the church is to observe the Lord’s 
Supper. The Bible says, “do this, whenever you drink it, in remembrance of me.” The spirit 
in which the Lord’s Supper is given is more important than the frequency. The main thing 
is to partake of the Lord’s Supper regularly and spend time remembering what Jesus did 
for us on the cross.  
 
Who should participate in the Lord’s Supper? 
The Lord’s Supper is the believer communing with the Lord and should be for all those 
who have accepted Jesus as Lord and Saviour of their lives. 
 
 



The Lord’s Supper is: 

 A time to partake of the bread and the cup to remember what Jesus did on the cross 

 For all believers in Jesus  
 

 A memorial of the suffering of Jesus 

 A symbol of Jesus body broken for us and the blood he shed for us  
 
Scriptures relating to the Lord’s Supper: 

 Matthew 26: 26 – 29 

 Mark 14: 22 – 25  

 Luke 22: 17 – 20  

 1 Corinthians 11: 23 – 26  
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
Session 4 

The Church 
 
What is a Church? 
The New Testament church of the Lord Jesus Christ is a local body of baptised believers 
who are members together by confession of faith in Jesus Christ the Saviour, observing 
the two ordinances of Christ, committed to His teachings, exercising their gifts, rights and 
privileges given to them by His Word, and seeking to extend the gospel to the ends of the 
earth.  
 
The word church means “the called out ones” or “assembly” and was founded by Christ. 
The church is a Christian fellowship believers coming together. Each church member has 
equal rights and privileges but should also share equally in the responsibilities of the 
church. The church comes together to make decisions under the authority and leadership 
of the Holy Spirit. One can become a part of the local church through applying for 
membership and fulfilling the requirements for membership of the local church. 
 
God's plan to redeem the world is to be realised through the church. Therefore, a Christian 
should become a part of the church to help fulfill God's purpose. Jesus started His church 
because he wanted His people to follow the example He set here on earth. Jesus taught, 
preached and helped people while He was here on earth. He told His church to do the 
same in teaching, preaching and helping people throughout the world.  
 
Another definition of a church: 
A church is a group of believers in our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ, committed to obey 
His commands in love, through the power of the Holy Spirit.  
 
What are the requirements for church membership? 
In order to be a member of the church, one must have experienced a genuine conversion 
and have a personal relationship with Jesus Christ. Anyone who has been saved (born 
again) and baptised by immersion in water can become a member of a Baptist Church. 
 
What is the purpose of the church? 
The purpose of the church is to equip all its members to MAGNIFY our Lord, attain the 
goal of MATURITY in our Lord and become involved in the redemptive MISSION of our 
Lord.  
 
The purpose of Westpoint Baptist Church 
The Purpose of Westpoint Baptist Church is: 
 
To be a Church that Glorifies God by Demonstrating our Love for God in Worship and 
Obedience to His Word, Nurtures the Believers to Maturity and Service in Christ, Cares for 
the Local Community in Evangelism and Acts of Kindness, and Reaches Communities 
Beyond in Mission.  
 
(Slogan – “A church for all people to the glory of God”) 
 
 
 
 



 
The Vision Statement of Westpoint Baptist Church 

The Westpoint Baptist Church is a body of believers in the Lord Jesus Christ who God 
has gathered together as a family: 

 To Exalt God: Involve people in dynamic corporate worship 

 To Edify by nurturing one another toward maturity in Christ through obedience to 
the word of God and the Holy Spirit. 

 To Encourage: Help people develop a sense of belonging through small groups and 
healthy personal relationships.  

 To Equip by training and motivating each believer to use their God given gifts and 
abilities for service in the body of Christ. 

 To Evangelize: We intend to impact Laudium and the surrounding areas by 
displaying acts if kindness to those in genuine need and declaring the Good News 
of Salvation in Jesus Christ. 

 To reach other communities, national or international, with the Gospel of Jesus 
Christ by sending out and supporting missionaries.  

 
 
The Values of Westpoint Baptist Church 

The Values of Westpoint Baptist Church are: 

 Submission to God: We believe that God leads his people to accomplish his work 
in his ways and in his time. God designed us to have a personal love relationship 
with himself.  We believe to love God is to serve him through obedience. 
“If you obey my commands, you will remain in my love, just as I have obeyed my 
Father’s commands and remain in his love.”   John 15: 10 
 

 Community: One of the basic needs of people is a sense of belonging. The church 
is more than a series of meetings but a community – a family – to belong to.  
“Therefore, as we have opportunity, let us do good to all people, especially to those 
who belong to the family of believers.”  Galatians 6: 10 

 

 Personal Spiritual Growth: God’s intention is to build into the life of each believer 
the character of His Son Jesus Christ. We believe this personal spiritual growth 
best occurs when we instill in our lives the habits of prayer, worship, Bible Study, 
Discipling others, generosity, service to others and participation in the life of the 
church. 
“Anyone who lives on milk, being still an infant, is not acquainted with the teaching 
about righteousness. But solid food is for the mature, who by constant use have 
trained themselves to distinguish good from evil.”   Hebrews 5: 13 – 14  
 

 Biblical Teaching: We believe clear teaching of God’s Word is essential for 
spiritual growth and direction. 
“All scripture is God-breathed and is useful for teaching, rebuking, correcting and 
training in righteousness, so that the man of God may be thoroughly equipped for 
every good work.”       2 Timothy 3: 16 – 17  

 

 Gift based ministry: God has uniquely designed and gifted all of us for service in 
his kingdom. We believe that each individual should discover and use his or her 
gifts in ministry to God and others. 
“Each one should use whatever gift he has received to serve others, faithfully 
administering God’s grace in its various forms.”  1 Peter 4: 10 

 
 



 Excellence for God: We believe excellence in all we do honours God and inspires 
people. 
“So whether you eat or drink or whatever you do, do it all for the glory of God.” 
       1 Corinthians 10:31 

 

 Outreach: We believe that Jesus Christ came to seek and to save those who are 
lost. Since lost people matter to God we are in a mission with God to lead people to 
Him.  
“He said to them, ‘Go into all the world and preach the good news to all creation.’” 
       Mark 16: 15 

 

 Clear Communication: We have an obligation to communicate God’s truth clearly 
and uncompromisingly whilst remaining sensitive to those we are trying to 
communicate with. We believe that a message has been communicated when it 
has been understood by the hearer. 
“Be wise in the way you act toward outsiders, make the most of every opportunity. 
Let your conversation always be full of grace, seasoned with salt, so that you may 
know how to answer everyone.”    Colossians 4: 6 – 5  

 

 Worship: We believe that the worship of God is a central focus of a believer’s life 
and extends beyond the boundaries of the worship service.  
“Love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your 
mind.”       Matthew 22: 37  

 

 Sacrificial Living: We believe that God has called us to live primarily for His 
kingdom and this takes a denial of ourselves and our own comforts and ambitions. 
“And anyone who does not carry his cross and follow me cannot be my disciple.”  
       Luke 14: 27 

 

 Equality of all: We believe that all people, men and woman, from all races and 
ethnic and social groups have been created equal by God and thus should be 
treated as such.  
“There is neither Jew nor Greek, slave nor free, male nor female, for you are all one 
in Christ Jesus.”     Galatians 3: 28 

 
 
Statement of Faith of Westpoint Baptist Church 
 

1. We believe that the Holy Scriptures consist of the 66 books of the Old and New 

Testaments in their original writing; that the Spirit of God so influenced the authors that 

these writings are the Word of God; that because of the divine origin and inspiration of 

its words, the Scriptures are true in all that they affirm and are trustworthy and without 

error; that these Scriptures are the complete and only written revelation of God to 

people; that every translation that is faithful to the originals and responsibly interpreted 

clearly reveals those truths necessary for our salvation, godly living, and maturity in 

Christ; and that Scripture alone is our sufficient and final authority in all matters of belief 

and practice. 

 



2. We believe in one God who eternally exists in three co-equal persons – the Father, 

the Son, and the Holy Spirit; that though each divine person is fully and equally God, 

they differ in relationship towards each other and their work in the world; that this triune 

God is perfect and infinite in His being and attributes – an all-holy, all-loving, and all-

wise Sovereign; that from before creation, God determined to save sinners through the 

sacrifice of His Son, to govern all history according to His sovereign plan and to finally 

bring all things under one head, even Christ; and that all things exist from Him, through 

Him, and for Him, and are created to display the glory of His wonderful Name. 

3. We believe that in the beginning God sovereignly created all things visible and 

invisible and took delight in it all; that He created humankind male and female as his 

image bearers, endowing each with a dignity of equal worth and calling to govern and 

care for His creation; that human life is sacred to God and begins at conception, and 

should not be unnecessarily terminated at any stage; that God created marriage to be 

an exclusive and lifelong union between a natural man and a natural woman, giving the 

man the responsibility of loving leadership and the woman the role of compatible 

support; that the first man Adam sinned and thereby incurred the penalty of death, 

physical and spiritual, for all people, and as a consequence of his sin, all humans inherit 

a sinful nature, which results in actual transgression and personal guilt. 

4. We believe that when the time was right, the eternal Son of God took on human 

nature, and was made like us in every way, yet without sin; that, after being conceived 

by the Holy Spirit, He was born of the virgin Mary, was named Jesus (meaning ‘God 

saves’), and from conception was and always will be fully God and fully man in one 

person; and that He is, therefore, the perfect and only mediator between God and 

people. 

5. We believe that the Lord Jesus Christ lived a sinless life, was perfectly obedient to 

His Father in every way, and ushered in the promised Kingdom of God in all His words 

and deeds; that, for the joy set before Him, He offered up Himself as the perfect 

substitutionary and atoning sacrifice for sinners, triumphing over sin, death, and all the 

forces of evil, and purchasing for Himself a people out of every tribe, language, and 

nation; that on the cross the Son of God received in His person the due penalty of 

God’s wrath against our sin, and that His shed blood is the sole basis for our salvation 

and the greatest revelation of the glory of the grace of our God. 

6. We believe that the Lord Jesus was crucified, buried, and on the third day was 

resurrected bodily from the dead and glorified as the first-fruits of God’s new creation; 

that he ascended into heaven, where He is seated at the right hand of the Father as 



ruler over all things; that He presently intercedes as High Priest and Advocate for all 

who draw near to God through Him; and that He will return personally, visibly, and 

gloriously to judge the living and the dead. 

7. We believe that the Holy Spirit is the Lord, the giver of life, who formed the world, 

empowered certain individuals for God’s purposes, and who speaks in the Holy 

Scriptures; that God anointed Jesus Christ with the Spirit for his ministry and that the 

Spirit was given to the Church at Pentecost to indwell, lead, and unite believers, gifting 

each of them for various works of service; that the Holy Spirit glorifies Christ, gives 

understanding of the Word, convicts people of their sin, unites believers to Jesus, and 

forms the character of Christ within them; and that the Spirit pours the love of God into 

our hearts, enables prayer and witness, and seals the believer for the day of the 

redemption of their bodies. 

8. We believe that through the call of God in the Gospel message, all who receive 

Christ Jesus as Saviour and Lord are born again by the Holy Spirit, becoming a new 

creation in Christ; that through faith in Him, sinners have the forgiveness of sins and are 

declared righteous on the grounds of His shed blood; that repentance is a condition of 

this salvation and the first sign of that holiness without which no one will see the Lord; 

that by virtue of their union with Christ, believers share in all the benefits of grace that 

are in Him, including the adoption as sons and the gift of the Holy Spirit; and that all 

who turn from their sin, trusting Christ, may have the assurance that they will be kept 

and accepted by Him. 

9. We believe that the Church is the whole company of those who have been 

redeemed by Jesus Christ, regenerated by the Holy Spirit, reconciled to the Father, and 

thereby to each other; that this Church is the people of God, the body of Christ and the 

temple of the Holy Spirit, through whom God’s purpose in history is made known; that 

the local church, as a manifestation of the universal Church, is a community of believers 

in a particular place where God’s Word is preached and practiced, the two ordinances 

are observed, and church discipline is exercised; that in the local church both men and 

women are called to serve equally, and male headship should be evidenced; and that 

each local church is ruled by Jesus Christ, governed by its members, led by its 

shepherds, and served by its deacons. 

10. We believe that the Lord Jesus Christ appointed two ordinances – Baptism and the 

Lord’s Supper – to be observed as acts of obedience and as witnesses to the primary 

facts of the Christian faith; that Baptism is the immersion of a professing believer in 

water as a confession of identification with Christ in His death, burial, and resurrection; 



and that the Lord’s Supper is the partaking of the bread and the cup, signifying our 

participation in the Saviour’s body and shed blood in remembrance of His death until He 

comes. 

11. We believe that the mission of the Church is to make disciples of all people groups 

in all places through the truth of the Gospel of Jesus Christ, and to plant and establish 

local churches to obey all that Jesus taught the Apostles; that in loving our neighbour as 

ourselves, compassionately, practically and wisely, we image the love of God to all; and 

that we should do all this according to the Scriptures, under the shadow of the Cross 

and in the power of the resurrection. 

12. We believe in the bodily resurrection of both the righteous and the unrighteous; that 

all people will appear before God’s judgement seat to receive their due for the things 

done while in the body; that those whose names are written in the Lamb’s book of life 

will enter into eternal life, but the unrighteous into eternal condemnation; and that 

according to God’s promise we look forward to a new heaven and a new earth in which 

righteousness dwells, when we will forever be with the Lord, and He with us: Come Lord 

Jesus, come! Amen. 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

Session 5 
The Priesthood of all Believers 

 
What does the priesthood of all believers mean? 
 
1 Peter 2: 9 states: “But you are a chosen people, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, a 
people belonging to God, that you may declare the praises of him who called you out of 
darkness into his wonderful light.”  
 
Believers are chosen by God to do His work in the world. The priest has a responsibility to 
represent God before the world and to teach the world God’s way of life for them.  
 
Each believer: 

 Is just like a priest and has the responsibility to share the Lord Jesus Christ with a 
world that is dark and sinful.  

 Is responsible to go to God directly and confess sin and receive forgiveness. 

 Is to live a holy life representing a holy god before a sinful world. 

 Is to praise God in word and action. 

 Is to study God’s word and to teach it to others. 

 Should work within the church to discover God’s will for them individually and to 
discover God’s will for the church. 

 Should work with the church to carry out God’s will in the world. 

 Is to work for and not against the church. 
 
Therefore believers do not seek to force their own will on the church nor rebel when the 
church sees God’s will differently from how they see things.  
Believers learn to cooperate together even if there are differences. 
 
All believers are priests and can go to God directly. The believer has the responsibility to 
share Jesus with the world. The believers are to be a part of the local church and seek to 
carry out God’s plan in the church and in their own individual lives.  
 
 
Responsibilities and expectations of church members 
 
As a member of a Baptist church you have responsibilities and expectations required of 
you. You are a vital part of the life of the church. Each member plays a key role. Each part 
of the body (the church) is different from the others and has a unique role. See 1 
Corinthians 12: 12 – 20   
 
There are no big jobs and little jobs in God’s service. Every Christian has a purpose in 
God’s family. All assignments from God are equally important. Serving God is about being 
obedient and not about what position you hold. The ultimate position is to be doing God’s 
will for your life and being exactly where he wants you to be.  
 
Believers should attend as many services of the church as possible in order to receive the 
full benefit of fellowship with other believers. Church services, members meetings, Lord’s 
Supper, Baptismal services, Bible studies, prayer meetings, and any other meetings the 
church offers should be attended.  
 



 Every Christian should live a life that will be a Christian example. Christians should 
encourage one another and minister to each other in time of need. Christians should 
show God’s love to one another and to the world.  

 Believers should be witnesses for Christ. The Christian is to tell others what they know 
– that Jesus saves from sin and gives power to life a holy life.  

 

 Every believer has been given certain gifts and talents. Some can sing, others can 
teach, some can preach, others can work with children, and so on. Believers must use 
the gifts God has given them. 

 

 Christians should offer themselves for service. Every Christian should be a worker 
somewhere in the church. The believer can find some work to do – cleaning, serving 
meals or tea, taking care of small children, visiting the sick or whatever is necessary to 
fulfill the work of the church.  

 

 God requires us to give our time to Him. The believer should use every possible 
moment to glorify God. We must not waste time on things that are not important. We 
are to give our time to God’s work.  

 

 Everything in heaven and on earth belongs to God. The Christian is a steward or 
manager of what God has entrusted to us. God made all things. The duty of every 
Christian is to give a portion of what we have back to God. Giving is our responsibility. 
Giving financially to the work of God’s kingdom within the church is our responsibility. 
As God has blessed us so we are to give.  

 

 Christians are told to “pray without ceasing.” Believers are to live a life of prayer. Prayer 
for the church and the leadership of the church. Pray about the witness of the church. 
Pray about your responsibility as part of the church. Pray for other church members. 
Pray for those who are sick and are experiencing difficulties. Pray for those who do not 
know Jesus and what you can do to share Christ with the lost person.  

 

 The believer is responsible to grow spiritually. Reading the Bible is a vital part of 
spiritual growth.  

 
 
Some basics of church membership 
 
Part of the church’s responsibility is to meet the needs of those who are part of God’s 
family. In order for the needs to be met, communication must take place. The church 
members should communicate their needs to the church. If the church does not know 
there is a need, the church will not be able to meet that need. The church should also keep 
the lines of communication open with members to share what is happening in the life of the 
church. Communication is a two way street. We are not to assume that the church knows 
our need. The church can share needs with the members through written and verbal 
means.  
 
Involvement within the church and ministry areas 
 
Within the church there are many areas in which we may become involved. After we have 
discovered our spiritual gifts we need to become involved in an area of ministry within the 
church to use that gift.  
 



Each individual church has various ministries where believers may become involved. No 
two churches are alike. Therefore, some churches may have one ministry that another 
church may not have and vice versa.  
 
 
 
Listed below are possible ministries that a church may have. We may become involved in 
an area of ministry according to our gifts.  
 
The ministries include: 

 Children’s ministry 

 Youth ministry 

 School ministry 

 Discipleship ministry 

 Evangelism/Witnessing 

 Visiting 

 Teaching and training people to 
witness. 

 Senior adult ministry 

 Single adult ministry 

 Social action/concerns ministry 

 Young adult ministry 

 Church library 

 Catering 

 Church camps 

 Cleaning 

 Recreation and fellowships 

 Prayer ministry 

 Teaching ministry 

 Leadership training and development 

 Men’s ministry 

 Women’s ministry 

 Mission involvement 

 Music ministry 

 Sound equipment and operating 
during worship 

 Stewards 

 Crèche ministry  

 Visiting the sick 

 And many others  
 
The important thing is to BE INVOLVED in a ministry area within the life of the church. 
Each believer has a ministry or place in the life of his or her church. YOU are 
IMPORTANT.  
 
 

Statement of Baptist Principles 

Baptists believe in: 

1) The DIRECT LORDSHIP OF CHRIST over every believer and over the local church. By 

this we understand that Christ exercises His authority over the believer and the local 

Church directly, without delegating it to another. 

2) The CHURCH as the whole company of those who have been redeemed by Jesus 

Christ and regenerated by the Holy Spirit. The local church, being a manifestation of the 

universal church, is a community of believers in a particular place where the Word of 

God is preached and observed. It is fully autonomous and remains so notwithstanding 

responsibilities it may accept by voluntary association.  

3) BELIEVERS BAPTISM as an act of obedience to our Lord Jesus Christ and a sign of 

personal repentance, faith and regeneration; it consists of the immersion in water into the 

name of the Father, Son and Holy Spirit. 



4) The CONGREGATIONAL PRINCIPLE, namely that each member has the privilege and 

responsibility to use his/her gifts and abilities to participate fully in the life of the church. 

We recognise that God gifts His Church with overseers (who are called pastors or 

elders) whose primary function is to lead in a spirit of servanthood, to equip and provide 

spiritual oversight, and deacons whose primary function is to facilitate the smooth 

functioning of the church. This principle further recognises that each member should 

participate in the appointment of the church's leaders, and that constituted church 

meeting, subject to the direct Lordship of Christ and the authority of Scripture, is the 

highest court of authority for the local church. 

5) The PRIESTHOOD OF ALL BELIEVERS, by which we understand that each Christian 

has direct access to God through Christ our High Priest, and shares with Him in His work 

of reconciliation. This involves intercession, worship, faithful service and bearing witness 

to Jesus Christ, even to the end of the earth. 

6) The principle of RELIGIOUS LIBERTY, namely that no individual should be coerced 

either by the State or by any secular, ecclesiastical or religious group in matters of faith. 

The right of private conscience is to be respected. For each believer this means the right 

to interpret the Scriptures responsibly and to act in the light of conscience.  

7) The principle of SEPARATION OF CHURCH AND STATE in that, in the providence of 

God, the two differ in their respective natures and functions. The church is not to be 

identified with the State nor is it, in its faith or practice, to be directed or controlled by the 

State. The State is responsible for administering justice, ensuring and orderly 

community, and promoting the welfare of its citizens. The church is responsible for 

preaching the gospel and for demonstrating and making known God's will and care for all 

mankind.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 

 
 
 
 

Member’s Pledge of Commitment 
 
I _______________________________ hereby pledge that I commit myself, as a member 
of the Westpoint Baptist Church, to the vision and values of Westpoint Baptist Church by: 
 
1) Exalting God in corporate worship 
 
2) Building healthy relationships within the Church without partiality  
 
3) Taking care of my own personal spiritual growth by instilling the habits of prayer and 

Bible study into my personal life as well as praying and studying the Bible corporately 
wherever possible. 

 
4) Using my God given gifts and talents for the building up of the Church. 
 
5) Being a witness to the work of God through Jesus Christ in my life wherever I am. 
 
6) Giving generously back to God as he blesses us financially.  
 
7) Living primarily for the Kingdom of God.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


