
Diversity in the body of Christ – multicultural 

We need to understand that, although God confused the languages of people at the tower of Babel, he intentionally created 

people of every ethnic group. Cultural animosity and racism aren’t from God. They are part of our sinful human nature. 

God’s intention is that we, the children of God, reflect the divine nature by loving and accepting people from ethnic groups 

and cultures that are different from our own. In this way we will reflect the true nature of the kingdom of God where 

people from every nation, tribe and language will be worshipping together around the throne of God. Being a multicultural 

church gives us an opportunity to reflect in a small way the unitedness in the kingdom of God.  

What do we mean by diversity? 

Definition of diversity and inclusion (Peter Tarantaal): 

Accessibility is being able to get into the building; Diversity is getting invited to the table; Inclusion is having a voice at the 

table; Belonging is having your voice heard at the table.  

Galatians 3:26-29 So in Christ Jesus you are all children of God through faith, for all of you who were baptized into Christ 

have clothed yourselves with Christ. There is neither Jew nor Gentile, neither slave nor free, nor is there male and female, 

for you are all one in Christ Jesus. If you belong to Christ, then you are Abraham’s seed, and heirs according to the promise.  

Colossians 3:11 Here there is no Gentile or Jew, circumcised or uncircumcised, barbarian, Scythian, slave or free, but Christ 

is all, and is in all.  

1) The multicultural ministry of Jesus 

• Jesus was a Jew who lived and ministered primarily to the Jews in Israel.  

➢ There are times when he said that he sent only to the lost sheep of Israel.  

➢ This wasn’t to exclude non-Jews, but was a statement fulfilling messianic prophecy where the messiah would 

seek after the lost sheep.  

➢ The prophet Jeremiah referred to Israel as lost sheep and when Jesus looked at the crowds they saw that they 

were like sheep without a shepherd and referred to himself as the good shepherd.  

➢ Ezekiel 34:23 I will place over them one shepherd, my servant David, and he will tend them; he will tend them 

and be their shepherd.  

• One of the times Jesus said that he was sent only to the lost sheep of Israel was to a Canaanite woman in the region 

of Tyre and Sidon. He even referred to her as a dog, a common referral of Gentiles by Jews. However, he did 

eventually commend her for her faith and healed her daughter. (Matthew 15: 21 – 28) 

➢ Canaanites were enemies of the Hebrews who the Hebrews were supposed to have annihilated when they took 

over their land under Joshua. 

➢ Jesus started off by seemingly having the typical Jewish antagonistic mindset towards the Canaanite woman, 

but ended off ministering grace and mercy to her.  

➢ He showed his disciples how they were to treat their natural enemies, not with antagonism, but with grace.   

• In Capernaum a Roman centurion approached Jesus and asked him to heal his servant. Jesus was about to go to the 

centurion’s house, but the centurion showed great faith and said that if he just says the word his servant would be 

healed. Jesus commended him for his faith and healed his servant. (Matthew 8: 5 – 13) 

➢ Romans were the oppressors of Israel at that time.  

➢ Besides being oppressors the Romans were Gentiles and Jews were prohibited to enter the house of a Gentile. 

However, Jesus was willing to go to his house to heal his servant.  

• Jesus ministered to a Samaritan woman at a well in the Samaritan town of Sychar. After some time she was 

convinced that he was the Messiah. And called the people of the town to meet him. He ended up staying in that 

Samaritan town for two days and many believed in him. (John 4: 1 – 42) 

➢ Jesus broke two major cultural rules in this story: Jews did not associate with Samaritans and Jewish men didn’t 

speak to women in public.  

➢ Jesus broke through cultural norms for the sake of the Gospel.  

 



2) The first multicultural church 

• Following in the footsteps of Jesus the early church went multicultural from the onset.  

• After Jesus had risen from the dead and the disciples were waiting in Jerusalem as he had commanded them to do 

the Holy Spirit came on them at Pentecost and they spoke in tongues and declared the glory of God in various 

languages.  

➢ Acts 2:5-11 Now there were staying in Jerusalem God-fearing Jews from every nation under heaven. When they 

heard this sound, a crowd came together in bewilderment, because each one heard their own language being 

spoken. Utterly amazed, they asked: “Aren’t all these who are speaking Galileans? Then how is it that each of us 

hears them in our native language? Parthians, Medes and Elamites; residents of Mesopotamia, Judea and 

Cappadocia, Pontus and Asia, Phrygia and Pamphylia, Egypt and the parts of Libya near Cyrene; visitors from 

Rome (both Jews and converts to Judaism); Cretans and Arabs—we hear them declaring the wonders of God in 

our own tongues!”  

➢ It’s true that they were all Jews who heard the Gospel; however, they were from a variety of cultural 

backgrounds.  

• Of these who heard the Gospel that day three thousand believed and the first church – a multicultural church – was 

birthed.  

➢ Acts 2:40-42 With many other words he warned them; and he pleaded with them, “Save yourselves from this 

corrupt generation.” Those who accepted his message were baptized, and about three thousand were added to 

their number that day. 

They devoted themselves to the apostles’ teaching and to fellowship, to the breaking of bread and to prayer.  

➢ Here we see the vital aspects of a church.  

• The new churches that were planted after this in other places were also multicultural as our first texts showed 

➢ Galatians 3:26-29 So in Christ Jesus you are all children of God through faith, for all of you who were baptized 

into Christ have clothed yourselves with Christ. There is neither Jew nor Gentile, neither slave nor free, nor is 

there male and female, for you are all one in Christ Jesus. If you belong to Christ, then you are Abraham’s seed, 

and heirs according to the promise.  

➢ Colossians 3:11 Here there is no Gentile or Jew, circumcised or uncircumcised, barbarian, Scythian, slave or 

free, but Christ is all, and is in all.  

 

3) Dealing with multicultural challenges 

• When relating to people across cultures we will always have challenges as we are proud and racist by nature.  

• Jesus has dealt with the root of our animosity against people of other cultures, starting with breaking down the 

divide between Jew and Gentile.  

➢ Ephesians 2:14-18 For he himself is our peace, who has made the two groups one and has destroyed the 

barrier, the dividing wall of hostility, by setting aside in his flesh the law with its commands and regulations. His 

purpose was to create in himself one new humanity out of the two, thus making peace, and in one body to 

reconcile both of them to God through the cross, by which he put to death their hostility. He came and 

preached peace to you who were far away and peace to those who were near. For through him we both have 

access to the Father by one Spirit.  

➢ Without the cross we can only have superficial cross-cultural relationships.  

➢ We need to bring our animosity against other cultures to the cross to be crucified so that we can recognize that 

all people have been created in the image of God and he values all people equally.  

• We still need to take practical steps to overcome multicultural challenges. 

➢ Listen to the stories of those from other cultures.  

➢ What do people of other cultures value that are different from your own?  

➢ What can we change in our attitudes and actions towards people of other cultures?  

• Jesus sent us to make disciples of all nations – all ethnic groups. He intended us to love all people  

➢ Matthew 28:18-20 Then Jesus came to them and said, “All authority in heaven and on earth has been given to 

me. Therefore go and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and 

of the Holy Spirit, and teaching them to obey everything I have commanded you. And surely I am with you 

always, to the very end of the age.  


