
The Shepherd and the sheep 

The analogy of sheep and the shepherd is commonly used throughout the Bible. This is probably because 
sheep were so common in Biblical times that the common man in the street would understand it even if he 
were uneducated. A sheep’s dependence on the shepherd and its reliance on the flock for survival was 
obvious. It wasn’t either or – the shepherd of the flock, but both the shepherd and the flock – Jesus, the 
shepherd and his church, the flock that are important. 

1 Peter 2:24-25 “He himself bore our sins” in his body on the cross, so that we might die to sins and live for 
righteousness; “by his wounds you have been healed.” For “you were like sheep going astray,” but now you 
have returned to the Shepherd and Overseer of your souls. 

1) Sheep gone astray
 The Bible refers to sinful man as sheep that have gone astray. 

 Sheep that have forsaken the Shepherd and gone their own way. 
 Sheep that have no concern for the Shepherd nor the flock. 

 When Peter wrote that we were like sheep going astray he was quoting from Isaiah 53: 6
 Isaiah 53:6  We all, like sheep, have gone astray, each of us has turned to our own way; 

and the LORD has laid on him the iniquity of us all.       
 Other Old Testament writers also refer to God’s people as sheep that have been scattered.                       

 Psalms 44:9-11 But now you have rejected and humbled us; you no longer go out with our armies.
You made us retreat before the enemy, and our adversaries have plundered us. You gave us up to 
be devoured like sheep and have scattered us among the nations. 

 When we sinned God cut us off from himself and scattered us to fend for ourselves. 
 He is a Holy God and cannot tolerate sin in His presence.
 Being separated from God by sin we are under his judgement from which no person will escape.  

                                                                                                                                        
2) The sacrificial shepherd

 Jesus is the Shepherd who is saddened when he looks at the crowds and sees that they’re like sheep 
without a Shepherd.          

 We can be grateful that Jesus is the Good Shepherd who lays down his life for his sheep. 
 John 10:14-15 “I am the good shepherd; I know my sheep and my sheep know me— just as the 

Father knows me and I know the Father —and I lay down my life for the sheep.
 He is the Shepherd who leaves the 99 sheep and goes in search of the one lost sheep until he finds

it. 
 He was the Shepherd who gave his life as a sacrifice for sin so that the judgement that was due for 

each of us may be laid on him. 
 He is the Shepherd who gives us eternal life and reconciles us to God through himself that we might 

know him. 
 John 10:27-28 My sheep listen to my voice; I know them, and they follow me. I give them eternal 

life, and they shall never perish; no one will snatch them out of my hand.                                            

3) The care of the sheep in the flock
  Jesus never intended that we come to know him, receive eternal life, and then live out our lives in 

solitude from other Christians. 
 John 10:16 I have other sheep that are not of this sheep pen. I must bring them also. They too will 

listen to my voice, and there shall be one flock and one shepherd.                                                     
   He spoke about the flock. He doesn’t just save the one lost sheep to only belong to himself, but to 

also belong to the flock. 
 The flock represents the church – one church with one Shepherd. 
 The church is God’s means to strengthen, grow, guide, teach, encourage, His sheep. 

 To be a solitary Christian is never part of God’s plan.
 When we are united to Jesus in salvation, we are united to His body of which he is the head.      


