
The church and the local community

The Bible is not the light of the world, it is the light of the Church. But the world does not read the
Bible, the world reads Christians! “You are the light of the world.”

Charles Spurgeon

Matthew 5:13-16 “You are the salt of the earth. But if the salt loses its saltiness, how can it be
made salty again? It is no longer good for anything, except to be thrown out and trampled
underfoot.
“You are the light of the world. A town built on a hill cannot be hidden. Neither do people light a
lamp and put it under a bowl. Instead they put it on its stand, and it gives light to everyone in the
house. In the same way, let your light shine before others, that they may see your good deeds and
glorify your Father in heaven.

1) In the community but not of the community
 John 17:13-16 I am coming to you now, but I say these things while I am still in the world, so

that they may have the full measure of my joy within them. I have given them your word
and the world has hated them, for they are not of the world any more than I am of the
world. My prayer is not that you take them out of the world but that you protect them from
the evil one. They are not of the world, even as I am not of it.
 As the church, believers in Jesus Christ, we remain in a world that is by nature hostile to

the Jesus and the kingdom of God.
 Being in the world but not of the world means that we are a people of a different

kingdom and are ambassadors to the kingdom of the world to bring the salt and light of
the kingdom of God to the citizens of this world that they can too taste of the kingdom
of God and all its riches.

 Jesus didn’t leave us in the world to make it our home, or to be an exclusive group of
believers formed in a club-like institution that no one else can join.

 He didn’t leave us in the world so that we can fit in to the ways of the world, blending in
unnoticed and doing nothing of value for the world.

 He didn’t leave us in the world to live our lives according to the way we want to live them,
and then go to heaven afterwards.

 We are in the world - that is obvious. But, we are not of the world. We don’t belong to it.
 Philippians 3:20 But our citizenship is in heaven. And we eagerly await a Savior from

there, the Lord Jesus Christ
 Jesus left us in the world to be salt and light in the world.
 He left us in the world to introduce the world to the Saviour that they too may become

citizens of heaven of which he is the king.

https://www.azquotes.com/quote/880666?ref=light-of-the-world
https://www.azquotes.com/quote/880666?ref=light-of-the-world


2) Being salt and light in the community
 Jesus said that we are the salt of the earth and light of the earth.
 Salt and light isn’t something that we do. It’s who we are.
 In order salt to do what it’s made to do it doesn’t have to do anything. It just has to be put

in the food. Likewise, light doesn’t have to do anything except to be turned on in the
darkness.

 We are the salt and light of our community. We are in the midst of the community
 In order to impact the community around us for the kingdom of God is for us to be all that

God wants us to be in the community.
 We’ll never glorify God in the community if we hide from the community.
 Matthew 5:14-16 A town built on a hill cannot be hidden. Neither do people light a lamp

and put it under a bowl. Instead they put it on its stand, and it gives light to everyone in
the house. In the same way, let your light shine before others.

 Jesus expects our lives to be different from the world that we will impact the community
bringing glory to him.

 Do people see the difference in our lives in our attitudes and in the way behave in society?
 Our lives should be bringing glory to Jesus in the community and not just in the church.

3) Glorifying God through good works in the community
 There’s a popular quote that says: “Preach the Gospel at all times. Use words if necessary"
 This implies that the Gospel should be proclaimed primarily through our lives and not

through preaching the Gospel.
 This isn’t consistent with Biblical teaching as Christ commanded us to preach the Gospel

and the apostles did preach the Gospel.
 Mark 16:15 Jesus said to them, “Go into all the world and preach the gospel to all

creation.
 Acts 2:14 Then Peter stood up with the Eleven, raised his voice and addressed the

crowd…
 Faith for salvation doesn’t come from seeing our lives but by hearing the word of God
 Romans 10:17 Consequently, faith comes from hearing the message, and the message is

heard through the word about Christ.
 Having said that the church should also be doing good works in the community for the benefit
of the community.
 Matthew 5:16 In the same way, let your light shine before others, that they may see

your good deeds and glorify your Father in heaven.
 Good works can be:
 Helping the elderly do their shopping
 Visiting someone who is lonely
 Ministering to the homeless, drug addicts, abused, grieving of the community.
 Standing with the community in community issues, but do it in godly ways.

 Care has to be taken that humanitarian works don’t replace the work of the Gospel.
 The Gospel must always be the priority in the community.
 Matthew 16:26 What good will it be for someone to gain the whole world, yet forfeit

their soul? Or what can anyone give in exchange for their soul?
 If the community doesn’t know that we exist as a church because of inactivity then we aren’t

being the church that Jesus wants us to be.


