
Reconciliation: The heart of Jesus’ coming 
 
There is so much pain in the world today due to broken relationships. How much more joyful our lives would be if those 
broken relationships were healed, or, if that isn’t possible, for us to deal with them in godly ways so that our hearts can 
be healed. Our primary broken relationship that needs to be healed before any others can be healed is our relationship 
with God. This is the heart of why Jesus came to earth.  
 
Luke 1:39-45 At that time Mary got ready and hurried to a town in the hill country of Judea, 40 where she entered 
Zechariah’s home and greeted Elizabeth. 41 When Elizabeth heard Mary’s greeting, the baby leaped in her womb, and 
Elizabeth was filled with the Holy Spirit. 42 In a loud voice she exclaimed: “Blessed are you among women, and blessed is 
the child you will bear! 43 But why am I so favored, that the mother of my Lord should come to me? 44 As soon as the 
sound of your greeting reached my ears, the baby in my womb leaped for joy. 45 Blessed is she who has believed that the 
Lord would fulfill his promises to her!”  
 
1) Meeting Jesus 

• Jesus was conceived of the Holy Spirit and the same Holy Spirit confirmed who Jesus was to John even while he 
was in his mother’s womb.  

• When we meet Jesus, he dwells within us and attests his presence by the Holy Spirit who He has given us.  

• The meeting of the two mothers was truly a joyful meeting.  
➢ Elizabeth was about 6 months pregnant with John after not having been able to have children until her old 

age when she miraculously conceived after an angel had appeared to her husband Zechariah.  
➢ Mary was an innocent young virgin who conceived after the angel Gabriel told her that she would have a 

son, who would be the Messiah.  
➢ When the two met it was the baby in Elizabeth’s womb that leaped. He already knew who Jesus was.  
➢ This was no ordinary child.  
➢ This was a child who was going to change no only personal lives but he was going to change the course of 

history, and the other was to be his forerunner preparing the people to meet him.  

• The same Holy Spirit by whom Jesus was conceived filled Elizabeth and so attested to Jesus at their meeting.  

• What is our relationship with Jesus like?  
➢ Are we filled with the Holy Spirit?  
➢ Do we leap for joy when we meet him and his people?  
➢ Does Jesus excite us or is he just a name that we know of?  

• Various people were excited to meet Jesus. 
➢ The shepherds hurried off to see Jesus as they were told 
➢ The wise men searched for him from a distance until they found him, and worshipped him.  
➢ Simeon rejoiced when Jesus was presented to the Lord in the Temple as the Holy Spirit had revealed to him 

that he wouldn’t die before he had seen the Lord’s Messiah.  
➢ The old prophet, Anna, who spent all her time in the temple fasting and praying praised God when she saw 

Jesus.  

• If you don’t get excited about Jesus and joyfully want to meet with him then you have to question whether you 
really know him.  
➢ The Spirit of Jesus who indwells us is His own Spirit.  
➢ He attests that Christ truly lives in us and rejoices.  

• The primary reason Jesus came to earth is that sinful man can be reconciled to a Holy God and enjoy an eternal 
relationship with him.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



2) Meeting one another 

• Besides reconciliation to God Jesus also restores relationships between people.  
➢ When asked what the greatest commandment in the law was: 

▪ Matthew 22:37-40 Jesus replied: “‘Love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul and 
with all your mind.’ 38 This is the first and greatest commandment. 39 And the second is like it: ‘Love your 
neighbor as yourself.’ 40 All the Law and the Prophets hang on these two commandments.”  

➢ His heart truly wasn’t only for the reconciliation between God and man, but also between people.  
➢ True reconciliation goes beyond forgiveness and tolerance. It goes on to full restoration of relationship.  

• Mary and Elizabeth demonstrate a wholesome relationship 
➢ They want to spend time together and take the opportunity to do so.  
➢ They make an effort to be together  
➢ They are welcome in each other’s homes 
➢ They rejoice with each other in their joys, and mourn at each other’s losses.  
➢ They bless when the other exceeds themselves, rather than being jealous of the other 

 
3) A blessing for faith  

• True wholesome relationships are based on our relationship with God.  
➢ This is what Jesus came to do.  
➢ A relationship with others without a relationship with God is like a building without a foundation.  
➢ Buildings without foundations are fine, until there’s a bad storm, or an earth tremor. They come tumbling 

down. 
➢ The rate of divorce and other broken relationships in our world today show how real this is in our 

relationships and the need to establish our relationships on Christ our rock.  

• Both Mary and Elizabeth were women of faith who believed that the babies in their wombs were from God.  

• Mary’s response to the angel: 
➢ Luke 1:34-38  “How will this be,” Mary asked the angel, “since I am a virgin?” 

35 The angel answered, “The Holy Spirit will come on you, and the power of the Most High will overshadow 
you. So the holy one to be born will be called the Son of God. 36 Even Elizabeth your relative is going to have 
a child in her old age, and she who was said to be unable to conceive is in her sixth month. 37 For no word 
from God will ever fail.”  
38 “I am the Lord’s servant,” Mary answered. “May your word to me be fulfilled.” Then the angel left her.  

• Elizabeth, a woman of faith 
➢ Luke 1:5-6 In the time of Herod king of Judea there was a priest named Zechariah, who belonged to the 

priestly division of Abijah; his wife Elizabeth was also a descendant of Aaron. 6 Both of them were righteous 
in the sight of God, observing all the Lord’s commands and decrees blamelessly  

• Both of them knew that Mary’s baby was God becoming incarnate 
➢ Luke 1:29-32 Mary was greatly troubled at his words and wondered what kind of greeting this might be. 30 

But the angel said to her, “Do not be afraid, Mary; you have found favor with God. 31 You will conceive and 
give birth to a son, and you are to call him Jesus. 32 He will be great and will be called the Son of the Most 
High.  

➢ Luke 1:43 But why am I so favored, that the mother of my Lord should come to me? (Elizabeth) 
➢ Are you so full of Jesus that others are blessed in your presence?  

• Elizabeth ends by blessing Mary for her faith 
➢ Luke 1:45 Blessed is she who has believed that the Lord would fulfill his promises to her!  
➢ True sound relationships recognize and bless the other for what God is doing in their lives. 

• How are your relationships with God, your family, your friends?  

• Is there anyone you have to apologize to today?  

• Is there anyone who you have to forgive today?  

• Christmas is about Jesus coming for reconciliation and restoration of relationships.  
➢ Are you honouring him in that this Christmas?  


