
The reason Jesus was born 

When we are expecting something good to happen there’s an excitement over it. Maybe it’s a visit of a family member 

who we haven’t seen for a long time. They told us they’re coming and the expectation of their coming excites our hearts. 

Perhaps it’s the prospect of a promotion in the coming months after our boss sent us a letter promising it. Now we’re 

living in the excitement thereof. When the reason of an upcoming event is good news the level of excited expectation 

increases. However, we need to make sure that the reality of what we are expecting is in line with truth. The Jews were 

expecting their Messiah, but they missed him when he came because their idea didn’t match the reality of the truth of 

him.  

Matthew 1:20-21 But after he had considered this, an angel of the Lord appeared to him in a dream and said, “Joseph 

son of David, do not be afraid to take Mary home as your wife, because what is conceived in her is from the Holy Spirit. 

She will give birth to a son, and you are to give him the name Jesus, because he will save his people from their sins.”  

Hebrews 9:27-28 Just as people are destined to die once, and after that to face judgment, so Christ was sacrificed once 

to take away the sins of many; and he will appear a second time, not to bear sin, but to bring salvation to those who are 

waiting for him.  

1) The expectation of Jesus’ birth 

• Due to the numerous prophecies of the Messiah, there was a constant expectation of his coming for years prior 

to his coming.  

• Looking back at the prophecies and their fulfilments it’s easy to be judgmental when we have clear hindsight. 

However, if we lived at the time of Jesus would we have believed that he was the awaited Messiah?  

• Think about how those at the time of Jesus’ birth would have looked at it. 

➢ Mary was a virgin. How would she have proven her conception to have been by the Holy Spirit?  

➢ Would Joseph have believed her if the angel had not spoken to him in a dream? 

➢ How would their families and community have perceived Mary’s pregnancy? Would they have believed 

them?  

• So often we believe in prophecy, but we always expect it to be at another time, not during our time even though 

we know the possibility of it happening in our lifetime.  

• When the angel appeared to Joseph, he highlighted the fact that he was in the line of David – a son of David – 

meaning that he was in the line though which the Messiah would be coming.  

➢ The angel reaffirmed to Joseph that Mary’s conception was of the Holy Spirit. This would certainly have 

given Joseph the reassurance that Mary’s pregnancy was of God and that she had not committed adultery. 

This would have given Joseph the confidence to stand with and support Mary wholeheartedly in all ways, 

including on their journey to Bethlehem, and throughout the birth experience.  

➢ We need to take into account that adultery was punishable by stoning under the law of Moses, and so it 

wasn’t a light matter.  

➢ Then the angel announced the birth of the Messiah, whose name was to be Jesus, and gave the reason for 

his birth.  

 

2) The reason for Jesus’ birth 

• Why was Jesus born?  

➢ He was to be given the name Jesus for a reason.  

• Jesus comes from the Hebrew Yeshua, which means God is salvation.  

➢ It was not by chance that he got this name. It was given by God himself to depict the primary purpose of his 

birth into this world 

➢ He would save his people from their sins.  

 



• There have been so many misconceptions of who Jesus was.  

➢ Some thought he was going to be a political and military liberator from political oppression. 

➢ Others thought that he was no more than a prophet. 

➢ Some consider him only to be a good teacher with great ethical teachings 

• Jesus commended Peter for giving the true answer of who he was 

➢ Matthew 16:15-17 But what about you?” he asked. “Who do you say I am?” 

Simon Peter answered, “You are the Messiah, the Son of the living God.”  

Jesus replied, “Blessed are you, Simon son of Jonah, for this was not revealed to you by flesh and blood, but 

by my Father in heaven.  

• Jesus was God the saviour who came to save us from our sins by offering himself up as a sacrifice for our sins.  

➢ We are all destined to die once then face judgment 

➢ There is no other chance to repent and get your life right with God after you die. You will be judged 

according to the state of your relationship with God in which you died.  

• God has done everything that he could to allow you to come into a right relationship with Himself. 

➢ He himself came to earth being born as a baby via a virgin retaining his absolute purity of being when taking 

on human flesh.  

➢ He offered himself up as a sacrifice for all sins at all times. He took the judgment that we were destined for 

as sinner on himself so that we don’t have to be judged.  

➢ He took upon himself our sin and freely offered us his righteousness by which we can freely enter into the 

presence of God having a right relationship with him.  

• All this is merely on offer by God to us and we are not saved by His work if we do not believe it and obey his 

command to repent from our sin.  

➢ This is the reason that Jesus came. 

 

3) The expectation of Jesus’ coming again 

• Hebrews 9:28 So Christ was sacrificed once to take away the sins of many; and he will appear a second time, not 

to bear sin, but to bring salvation to those who are waiting for him.  

• As the world was prepared for Jesus’ first coming, so we ought to be prepared for His second coming.  

• Jesus said that He will come as a thief in the night  

➢ Matthew 24:42-44  “Therefore keep watch, because you do not know on what day your Lord will come. But 

understand this: If the owner of the house had known at what time of night the thief was coming, he would 

have kept watch and would not have let his house be broken into. So you also must be ready, because the 

Son of Man will come at an hour when you do not expect him.  

• Those who are waiting for him when he comes are those who live in a state of readiness.  

• Who are those who live in a state of readiness?  

➢ They’ve believed in who Jesus was and what he did for us on the cross when he came the first time.  

➢ They’ve repented from their sins and don’t live in a state of intentional sin that contravenes the Word of 

God. When they do sin they are remorseful about it and repent from it as soon as possible.  

➢ Their primary desire in life is to be pleasing to God in their thoughts, attitudes and actions.  

➢ They desire Him more than anything that this world has to offer. Who would wait for someone if you’re 

distracted by other things?  

• It is for such that the Lord is coming a second time, not to offer salvation for those who haven’t yet believed, but 

to complete the salvation of those who have already been saved – those who have been justified by faith.  

➢ This final salvation will be our complete transformation to be like him and to be with him forever.  

➢ 1 Corinthians 15:51-54 Listen, I tell you a mystery: We will not all sleep, but we will all be changed —  in a 

flash, in the twinkling of an eye, at the last trumpet. For the trumpet will sound, the dead will be raised 

imperishable, and we will be changed. For the perishable must clothe itself with the imperishable, and the 

mortal with immortality. When the perishable has been clothed with the imperishable, and the mortal with 

immortality, then the saying that is written will come true: “Death has been swallowed up in victory.”  


