
Preparing ourselves for the kingdom of God 
 
Whenever we are going to write an exam, meet an important person, go for a job interview, or start a new job we 
prepare ourselves accordingly beforehand. For an exam we will put in hours of study, to go for an interview we think 
through what you expect in a new job, to meet someone important you groom yourself so that you’re neat and tidy. If 
we are expecting the King of all kings, we ought to prepare ourselves even more so. We don’t know when He’s coming. 
Are we prepared and ready to meet him when he does come?  
 
Matthew 3: 1 – 17  
 
1) Repentance – a key to the kingdom 

• God has always prepared His people for something that he’s was going to do.  

• This was no exception as God had raised up John the Baptist as the forerunner of Christ preparing people for his 
coming.  

• Israel had been without a prophet for about four hundred years and although John preached in the physical 
wilderness, he, in a sense, also preached in a spiritual wilderness.  
➢ There was a form of godliness by certain groups of religious people – mostly the Pharisees and Sadducees – 

but all their hearts were far from God.  
➢ It is easy to have a form of religion without knowing God and being interested in His will and desires at all.  
➢ 2 Timothy 3:5 …having a form of godliness but denying its power.  

• John’s message was “Repent, for the kingdom of heaven has come near.”  
➢ Repentance means to change the way we think, change our attitudes, and change our behaviour.  
➢ To feel compunction - a feeling of guilt that prevents the doing of something bad. 
➢ We need to put our sin and worldly values behind us to adopt the values of the kingdom of heaven.  

• The true response to the message of repentance is the confession of sins.  
➢ 1 John 1:8-9 If we claim to be without sin, we deceive ourselves and the truth is not in us. If we confess our 

sins, he is faithful and just and will forgive us our sins and purify us from all unrighteousness.  
➢ Before confessing sin there needs to be an acknowledgment of sin.  
➢ The self-righteous person can’t see their sinfulness and so doesn’t confess their sin. This result is that they 

don’t receive forgiveness of their sins and the purification from all unrighteousness.  

• After confession the people were baptized by John in the Jordan river.  
➢ The Jordan river has a lot of significance as it was the final step in the journey of the Israelites to enter the 

land that was promised to them by the promise made to Abraham.  
➢ They were set free from their bondage in Egypt, wandered in the wilderness for forty years, then finally God 

allowed them to enter the promised land by crossing the Jordan river.  
➢ Baptism is a significant symbolic step depicting our salvation from sin and entering our promised land in 

Christ.  
➢ Sometimes God saves us, but then we, like the Israelites, wander around in a fruitless wilderness for years.  
➢ God wants us to enter into him and life in him so that we can be fruitful in his kingdom.  

 
2) Transformation into kingdom people 

• Some people, like the Pharisees and Sadducees, were more than likely putting on an outward show of 
repentance than truly repenting.  
➢ They were responding out of a fear of judgment than out of a conviction of their sin and a desire to be right 

before God.  
➢ The Pharisees and Sadducees were known to be hypocritical in their actions, and John saw right through 

their hypocrisy.  
➢ Who warned you to flee from the coming wrath?  
➢ This was probably a dual warning of the destruction of Jerusalem by the Romans in AD 70 as well as the final 

judgment of God.  
➢ What John was saying was that God sees right through shallow actions that are just for show. Where there is 

no true repentance that religiosity still falls under the wrath of God. 
 



• Our ancestral and religious heritage isn’t enough for us to enter the kingdom of God.  
➢ Matthew 3:9 And do not think you can say to yourselves, ‘We have Abraham as our father.’ I tell you that 

out of these stones God can raise up children for Abraham.  
➢ Jews typically considered themselves as the chosen people and pleasing to God regardless of how they lived.  
➢ Many people are born into and grow up in Christian homes and so assume that they’re Christians. This is a 

false concept as no one is born a Christian. We have to be born again and bear the fruit of Christ to be a 
Christian  

➢ Paul recognized that his Jewish heritage meant nothing to God.  
➢ Philippians 3:4-8 If someone else thinks they have reasons to put confidence in the flesh, I have more: 

circumcised on the eighth day, of the people of Israel, of the tribe of Benjamin, a Hebrew of Hebrews; in 
regard to the law, a Pharisee; as for zeal, persecuting the church; as for righteousness based on the law, 
faultless. But whatever were gains to me I now consider loss for the sake of Christ. What is more, I consider 
everything a loss because of the surpassing worth of knowing Christ Jesus my Lord, for whose sake I have 
lost all things. I consider them garbage, that I may gain Christ.  

• The intention of repentance is to stop bearing bad fruit in our lives and to start bearing the fruit of the kingdom 
– the fruit of righteousness and godliness.  

• John then points out that his baptism of repentance didn’t have the power to save, but then pointed to Jesus 
who would give true salvation by baptizing with the Holy Spirit and fire.  
➢ It would be a salvation by faith in Jesus and a rejection of Jesus would mean a remaining under his wrath.  
➢ Although he came to save he will still judge those who reject his salvation.  
➢ John 3:17-18 For God did not send his Son into the world to condemn the world, but to save the world 

through him. Whoever believes in him is not condemned, but whoever does not believe stands condemned 
already because they have not believed in the name of God’s one and only Son.  

 
3) The appearing of the King 

• Jesus went to the Jordan specifically to be baptized by John. 

• John knew Jesus was the one who he was referring to earlier.  
➢ John 1:29-30 The next day John saw Jesus coming toward him and said, “Look, the Lamb of God, who takes 

away the sin of the world! This is the one I meant when I said, ‘A man who comes after me has surpassed 
me because he was before me.  

• Jesus, perfect in every way, born under the law, humbled himself and submitted to John’s baptism of 
repentance to imply his absolute surrender and willingness to obey every requirement of God.  
➢ In doing so he demonstrated by example his righteous requirements to all who would follow him and submit 

to his kingship.  
➢ He set other such examples such as the time he washed his disciples’ feet.  

• The Messianic nature of Jesus was then ratified at his baptism by the presence of the three persons of the triune 
Godhead.  
➢ The Spirit of God descended on Jesus like a dove.  
➢ God the Father’s voice said, “This is my Son, whom I love; with him I am well pleased.” 
➢ Jesus was and is the Son. 

• God loved Jesus just for who he was and not for what he did. This was at the beginning of his ministry before he 
could prove himself.  
➢ When we have believed in Jesus and become a child of God we have found his favour just by being his child. 

We don’t have to work to earn his favour and his love.  
➢ When we believe in Jesus and what he’s done for us, and repent, God freely gives us his favour and love.  

• Jesus has come and John was his forerunner preparing the way for him. He’s coming back again a second time. 
➢ Are we prepared for his coming?  
➢ Are we ready and waiting for him, because he’s coming for those who are waiting for him? 
➢ 1 Thessalonians 1:9-10 They tell how you turned to God from idols to serve the living and true God, and to 

wait for his Son from heaven, whom he raised from the dead —Jesus, who rescues us from the coming 
wrath.  

 


