
Baptised into the Body of Christ 
 
When people emigrate to another country, they leave their own country and culture behind to start a 
new life in another country and culture. They don’t submit themselves to the laws of their own country 
any longer, but have to now submit themselves to the laws and governing authorities of their new 
country. However, they do have an option to remain citizens of their own country whilst having 
permanent residence of their adopted country. Many leave altogether making a clean break by 
renouncing their citizenship of their own country to become citizens of their new country. They then 
immerse themselves completely into the culture of that country. Jesus wants us to be baptized – 
immersed – in him as citizens of the kingdom and to renounce our citizenship of the world. We are now 
part of a new people and submit ourselves to a new authority.  
 
1 Corinthians 12:12-14 Just as a body, though one, has many parts, but all its many parts form one body, 
so it is with Christ. For we were all baptized by one Spirit so as to form one body—whether Jews or 
Gentiles, slave or free —and we were all given the one Spirit to drink. Even so the body is not made up 
of one part but of many.  
 
1) What is the body of Christ? 

• The body of Christ is the church.  
➢ Ephesians 5:23 For the husband is the head of the wife as Christ is the head of the church, 

his body, of which he is the Savior.  
➢ Colossians 1:24 Now I rejoice in what I am suffering for you, and I fill up in my flesh what is 

still lacking in regard to Christ’s afflictions, for the sake of his body, which is the church.  

• There aren’t two different entities – the church and the body of Christ. They are one and the 
same. 

• There is one body and one head – Jesus Christ 
➢ We are all members of the one body 
➢ The head is the position of authority and direction 
➢ Belonging to the body means that we submit to the ultimate authority of Christ as our head.  
➢ We live in obedience to His will and purposes for our lives.  
➢ He not only the Saviour of the church, but also the Lord of the church.  

• The members of the Body of Christ don’t only belong to Christ, the head, but also to one 
another. 
➢ 1 John 4:21 He has given us this command: Anyone who loves God must also love their 

brother and sister.  
➢ Love goes beyond tolerance. It’s a sacrificial giving of ourselves to others.  
➢ In Colossians 1: 24 Paul went through sufferings for the sake of the body of Christ.  
➢ Belonging means that we rejoice when others rejoice and weep when they weep.  
➢ It means that we uphold one another and encourage one another through this journey of 

life.  

• We all drink of the same Spirit who leads us into unity of the faith  
➢ The same Spirit won’t lead the members of the Body in different directions.  
➢ We are all empowered by the Holy Spirit to walk in His will and purposes for each of us 

personally as well as us corporately.  
➢ Jesus didn’t leave us as orphans to try to figure life out on our own. The Spirit is our helper 

and comforter.  
 



2) Entry into the body of Christ 

• How do we become members of the body of Christ?  
➢ For we were all baptized by one Spirit so as to form one body. (v.13)  
➢ Ephesians 1:13 You also were included in Christ when you heard the message of truth, the 

gospel of your salvation. When you believed, you were marked in him with a seal, the 
promised Holy Spirit. 

• We were included in Christ by: 
➢ Hearing the message of truth. Faith comes by hearing.  
➢ By believing the Gospel of salvation.  
➢ By being born again of the Holy Spirit who is the seal of our salvation.  

• Baptism also denotes a dying to ourselves and taking on the new life in Christ.  
➢ Colossians 2:11-12 Your whole self ruled by the flesh was put off when you were 

circumcised by Christ, having been buried with him in baptism, in which you were also 
raised with him through your faith in the working of God, who raised him from the dead.  

➢ Repentance is a turning away from everything of the flesh and clothing ourselves with 
Christ, being completely immersed in Him, His character, and His way of life.  

➢ Galatians 3:26-28 So in Christ Jesus you are all children of God through faith, for all of you 
who were baptized into Christ have clothed yourselves with Christ. There is neither Jew nor 
Gentile, neither slave nor free, nor is there male and female, for you are all one in Christ 
Jesus.  

➢ This dying to ourselves also means putting other members of the Body of Christ ahead of 
ourselves to love and care for them.  

 
3) The diverse body of Christ 

• Life in the body of Christ can be trying as we are diverse in personality, culture, socio-economic 
background, and giftings.  
➢ 1 Corinthians 12: 13 For we were all baptized by one Spirit so as to form one body—whether 

Jews or Gentiles, slave or free —and we were all given the one Spirit to drink. 

• By nature a body is diverse and has to be diverse in order to function properly.  
➢ 1 Corinthians 12:15-20 Now if the foot should say, “Because I am not a hand, I do not belong 

to the body,” it would not for that reason stop being part of the body. And if the ear should 
say, “Because I am not an eye, I do not belong to the body,” it would not for that reason 
stop being part of the body. If the whole body were an eye, where would the sense of 
hearing be? If the whole body were an ear, where would the sense of smell be? But in fact 
God has placed the parts in the body, every one of them, just as he wanted them to be. If 
they were all one part, where would the body be? As it is, there are many parts, but one 
body.  

➢ We need each other to function as the body of Christ.  
➢ As much as diversity has the potential for conflict, when we recognize each other’s 

uniqueness we will see how much we depend on one another.  
➢ We complement each other. We all have our limitations, but others make up for our lack.  

• Being filled with the Spirit in the body moves us to submit to Christ as our head and others as 
our fellow members of his body 

 


