
A living hope through the resurrection of Jesus Christ 
 
A story is told of a Muslim who became a Christian. His friends asked, “Why have you become a Christian?” 
He answered, “Well, it’s like this. Suppose you were going down the road and suddenly the road forked in two 
directions, and you didn’t know which way to go. There at the fork were two men, one dead and one alive—who 
would you ask which way to go?” 
 
1 Peter 1:3-9 Praise be to the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ! In his great mercy he has given us new 
birth into a living hope through the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead, 4 and into an inheritance that can 
never perish, spoil or fade. This inheritance is kept in heaven for you, 5 who through faith are shielded by God’s 
power until the coming of the salvation that is ready to be revealed in the last time. 6 In all this you greatly 
rejoice, though now for a little while you may have had to suffer grief in all kinds of trials. 7 These have come so 
that the proven genuineness of your faith—of greater worth than gold, which perishes even though refined by 
fire —may result in praise, glory and honor when Jesus Christ is revealed. 8 Though you have not seen him, you 
love him; and even though you do not see him now, you believe in him and are filled with an inexpressible and 
glorious joy, 9 for you are receiving the end result of your faith, the salvation of your souls.  
  
1) Dead in our sins 

• Ephesians 2:1-3 As for you, you were dead in your transgressions and sins, 2 in which you used to live 
when you followed the ways of this world and of the ruler of the kingdom of the air, the spirit who is 
now at work in those who are disobedient. 3 All of us also lived among them at one time, gratifying the 
cravings of our flesh and following its desires and thoughts. Like the rest, we were by nature deserving 
of wrath.  

• We were born into death without God and without hope in this world.  

• Our longings and desires were only for ourselves and our pleasures.  

• The dead have no interest in pleasing God, doing what is right, putting others first, or being obedient to 
God.  

• We are as free as circus animals raised in a circus knowing only the freedom of the cage, thinking that 
that’s the extent of life.  

• Our bondages keep us from progress, our minds are slaves to the temptations that arise around us, our 
wills are broken when we discover that we can’t get to where we ought to be in life.  

• Death shatters us, pain immobilizes us, blindness keeps us from seeing what we are and where God 
wants us to be, and deafness prevents us from hearing and understanding the truth.  

• Life is filled with lies told by the father of lies via his followers, in our thoughts, and our beliefs.  
➢ The story of the ugly duckling encapsulates this idea.  
➢ A swan’s egg finds its way into a duck’s nest with other eggs. All the ducklings hatch and then the 

swan hatches and is different and uglier than all the other ducklings. It is mocked and ridiculed for 
being different and ugly. He then grew into a beautiful swan than was far more beautiful than any of 
the ducks that ridiculed him, and he could spread his wings and fly further than they could when he 
realized that he wasn’t a duckling after all. Those were all lies that he had believed.  

➢ How many lies are we bowing to in our lives?  

• Death in sin is subject to wrath. 
➢ Fear and trepidation, insecurity and oppression are the order of the day  

 
 
 
 



2) Born again into a living hope 

• Jesus took all this on himself on the cross.  
➢ Isaiah 53:4-5 Surely he took up our pain and bore our suffering, yet we considered him punished by 

God, stricken by him, and afflicted. 5 But he was pierced for our transgressions, he was crushed for 
our iniquities; the punishment that brought us peace was on him, and by his wounds we are healed.  

• Jesus took all our pain, sin, and judgment on himself. He forgave all our sin and wiped our slate clean.  

• He declared us innocent of all sin, but his death alone could not make us righteous and give us the hope 
of eternal life.  

• A dead saviour could not save at all.  
➢ He could die in our place, but his death couldn’t make us alive.  
➢ He could give us a clean slate, but his death couldn’t empower us to walk in newness of life.  
➢ He could declare us innocent, but his death couldn’t declare us righteous and justified before God.  
➢ He could forgive us our sins, but his death couldn’t deliver us from them.  

• It is through both his death and resurrection that: 
➢ He died our death and made us alive 
➢ He gave us our clean slate and power to walk in newness of life 
➢ He declared us innocent and declared us righteous before God. 
➢ He forgave and delivered us from our sins.  

• His death couldn’t give us hope.  
➢ His disciples were left in a state of despair after his crucifixion.  

• Hope comes though the resurrection 
➢ We were born again into a living hope through the resurrection.  
➢ It is by faith in Jesus’ death and resurrection for us that we are born again.  

• We have a living hope 
➢ It’s a vibrant expectant hope anticipating something even better than what we have already 

received.  
➢ It is a hope of receiving an inheritance that can never perish, spoil or fade that is kept in heaven for 

us who believe.  
 
3) A new life, new attitude, and new character 

• Having been born again into a living hope gives us a new zest and attitude to life regardless of our trials 
in life.  

• This new life brings joy even when there are trials and hardships 
➢ Trials reveal the genuineness of our faith.  
➢ It’s the joy of knowing that through the resurrection the work on the cross has been put into effect 

and that we have the assurance of eternal life as death has been overcome.  

• Because of the resurrection we live no longer for ourselves but we live for him.  
➢ He is our first love and we live to please him in every way.  


