
Until death do us part, with exceptions 
 
Lust is not the result of an overactive sex drive; it is not a biological phenomenon or the by-product of our glands. If it were, 
then it could be satisfied with a sexual experience, like a glass of water quenches thirst or a good meal satisfies appetite. 
But the more we attempt to appease our lust, the more demanding it becomes. There is simply not enough erotica in the 
world to satisfy lust’s insatiable appetite. When we deny our lustful obsessions, we are not repressing a legitimate drive. We 
are putting to death an aberration. Lust is to the gift of sex what cancer is to a normal cell. Therefore, we deny it, not in 
order to become sexless saints, but in order to be fully alive to God, which includes the full and uninhibited expression of 
our sexual being within the God-given context of marriage. 
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Matthew 5:27-32 “You have heard that it was said, ‘You shall not commit adultery.’ 28 But I tell you that anyone who looks 
at a woman lustfully has already committed adultery with her in his heart. 29 If your right eye causes you to stumble, gouge 
it out and throw it away. It is better for you to lose one part of your body than for your whole body to be thrown into hell. 30 
And if your right hand causes you to stumble, cut it off and throw it away. It is better for you to lose one part of your body 
than for your whole body to go into hell. 
31 “It has been said, ‘Anyone who divorces his wife must give her a certificate of divorce.’ 32 But I tell you that anyone who 
divorces his wife, except for sexual immorality, makes her the victim of adultery, and anyone who marries a divorced 
woman commits adultery.  
 
1) Marriage: a reflection of Christ and the church 

• Ephesians 5:28-32 In this same way, husbands ought to love their wives as their own bodies. He who loves his wife 
loves himself. 29 After all, no one ever hated their own body, but they feed and care for their body, just as Christ 
does the church— 30 for we are members of his body. 31 “For this reason a man will leave his father and mother and 
be united to his wife, and the two will become one flesh.” 32 This is a profound mystery—but I am talking about 
Christ and the church.  
➢ The institution of marriage is a reflection of our relationship with him 
➢ Both the Old and New Testaments are full of analogies of God’s relationship between him and his people as a 

marriage referring to Himself as a husband and his people as His bride.  

• Jesus refers to Himself as the bridegroom and his church as his bride for whom he gave himself to make herself 
pure and holy before God 
➢ Ephesians 5:25-27 Husbands, love your wives, just as Christ loved the church and gave himself up for her 26 to 

make her holy, cleansing her by the washing with water through the word, 27 and to present her to himself as a 
radiant church, without stain or wrinkle or any other blemish, but holy and blameless.  

➢ Jesus sacrificed himself for us to make us holy and blameless. He did this by delivering us from the lust of the 
flesh that kept us in bondage and so not free to live in holiness.  

➢ Holiness is then an outcome of salvation and by it we were then reconciled to God who is absolutely holy.  

• Holiness means to be set apart from sin and worldliness for God. A complete dedication to God.  
➢ This is the basis of a wholesome relationship with God 
➢ In a sense this is also God’s intended basis for our marital relationships. We are set apart and dedicated only to 

each other.  
➢ Any break from this is a break from God’s norm for us in our marital relationships.  

• When we break from God’s standards, we bring his name into disrepute as marriage is a reflection of His 
relationship with us.  

• It is for this reason that God hates divorce without reason  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



2) The marital breakdown 

• What God hates is unfaithfulness 
➢ Malachi 2:13-16 Another thing you do: You flood the LORD’s altar with tears. You weep and wail because he no 

longer looks with favor on your offerings or accepts them with pleasure from your hands. 14 You ask, “Why?” It 
is because the LORD is the witness between you and the wife of your youth. You have been unfaithful to her, 
though she is your partner, the wife of your marriage covenant.  
15 Has not the one God made you? You belong to him in body and spirit. And what does the one God seek? 
Godly offspring. So be on your guard, and do not be unfaithful to the wife of your youth. 
16 “The man who hates and divorces his wife, ” says the LORD, the God of Israel, “does violence to the one he 
should protect,” says the LORD Almighty. 
So be on your guard, and do not be unfaithful.  

• The Jews focused on the act of adultery, whereas Jesus focused on the root of adultery, which is lust in the heart. 
➢ Lust is a dissatisfaction with who and what you have so you crave after someone or something else to satisfy 

you.  
➢ It drives people to unfaithfulness, and, in the eyes of God, such a person has already committed adultery even if 

they haven’t done the action.  
➢ In the way that God desires our wholehearted devotion to him, he expects a wholehearted devotion to our 

spouses 
➢ Lusting after someone else means that our hearts are divided, or worse, not even longing for our spouses 

anymore.  

• Divorce is often, not always, the result of lust and unfaithfulness to our spouses.  

• Sinfulness by the way of lusting after other gods and the things of the world are often referred to as adultery.  
➢ Jeremiah 3:6-9 During the reign of King Josiah, the LORD said to me, “Have you seen what faithless Israel has 

done? She has gone up on every high hill and under every spreading tree and has committed adultery there. 7 I 
thought that after she had done all this she would return to me but she did not, and her unfaithful sister Judah 
saw it. 8 I gave faithless Israel her certificate of divorce and sent her away because of all her adulteries. Yet I saw 
that her unfaithful sister Judah had no fear; she also went out and committed adultery. 9 Because Israel’s 
immorality mattered so little to her, she defiled the land and committed adultery with stone and wood.  

• However, Jesus doesn’t condone divorce for every and any reason either.  

• The Jews used to just write a certificate of divorce and divorce their wives for any reason citing Moses in 
Deuteronomy 24: 1 
➢ If a man marries a woman who becomes displeasing to him because he finds something indecent about her, 

and he writes her a certificate of divorce, … 

• Jesus’ reply to the Jewish argument 
➢ Mark 10:5-9 “It was because your hearts were hard that Moses wrote you this law,” Jesus replied. 6 “But at the 

beginning of creation God ‘made them male and female.’ 7 ‘For this reason a man will leave his father and 
mother and be united to his wife, 8 and the two will become one flesh.’ So they are no longer two, but one 
flesh. 9 Therefore what God has joined together, let no one separate.”  

 
3) Living up to God’s standards in marriage 

• Recognise that God intended marriage to be for our entire lives until death do us part, and that divorce was never 
part of his plan for marriage.  
➢ Check your hearts for lust and anything that would come between you and your spouse and deal with it 

drastically. Jesus talks about gouging out your eye if it causes you to sin.  

• Understand the gravity of lust as Jesus talks about it being better to lose one part of your body than your whole 
body to go into hell.  

• Understand the seriousness of divorce without valid reason. The reasons being: 
➢ Marital unfaithfulness, which means any sexual sin and other forms of unfaithfulness.  
➢ Desertion, especially by an unbelieving spouse.  

▪ 1 Corinthians 7:15 But if the unbeliever leaves, let it be so. The brother or the sister is not bound in such 
circumstances. 

• Although there are valid reasons for divorce, divorce doesn’t have to the option to take.  
➢ God has called us to reconciliation wherever possible.  


