
The abundant grace of God 
 
Elizabeth Keckley was a slave in Missouri before the American Civil war. Her owner told her that she could have her 
freedom if she paid him $1200. It was almost impossible for her to raise that amount of money as a slave, but some 
wealthy ladies in St. Louis contributed towards her freedom and she could but her and her son’s freedom. In the same 
way we were slaves to sin and it was impossible for us to but our own freedom. Jesus, in his abundant grace, paid for our 
freedom with his blood.  
 
1 Timothy 1:12-17 
I thank Christ Jesus our Lord, who has given me strength, that he considered me trustworthy, appointing me to his 
service. 13 Even though I was once a blasphemer and a persecutor and a violent man, I was shown mercy because I acted 
in ignorance and unbelief. 14 The grace of our Lord was poured out on me abundantly, along with the faith and love that 
are in Christ Jesus.  
15 Here is a trustworthy saying that deserves full acceptance: Christ Jesus came into the world to save sinners —of whom 
I am the worst. 16 But for that very reason I was shown mercy so that in me, the worst of sinners, Christ Jesus might 
display his immense patience as an example for those who would believe in him and receive eternal life. 17 Now to the 
King eternal, immortal, invisible, the only God, be honor and glory for ever and ever. Amen.  
 
1) No one is too bad to be saved 

• Have we ever thought that we’re too bad to be saved and forgiven by God? 

• We might think that we aren’t so bad, but what about the dictators of the world, or the despicable corrupt 
politicians who steal from the poor, or the terrorists.  
➢ This certainly would be a self-righteous thought as we are all under the wrath of God outside Jesus Christ.  

• Paul, the apostle, had no illusions to his standing before God. He was completely aware that he was what he was 
by the grace of God.  
➢ 1 Corinthians 15:9-10 For I am the least of the apostles and do not even deserve to be called an apostle, 

because I persecuted the church of God. But by the grace of God I am what I am, and his grace to me was 
not without effect.  

• He doesn’t just talk about his sin in general, but highlights his wickedness in detail. Some of his sins that he 
highlights are:  
➢ Blasphemer; Persecutor; Violent man; Ignorant; Unbelief 
➢ He uses the statement that he is the worst of sinners as an overview of his absolute depravity. 

• It’s possible that he considered himself the worst of sinners, not because his sins were worse that others, but 
that he had studied the Law of God, was a teacher thereof, and was supposed to have been a God-fearing man. 
➢ There are many atrocities committed in the name of religion or, worse, God.  
➢ A God-fearing person ought to know what nis right and wrong in the sight of God.  
➢ We need to be careful that we, who call ourselves Christians and god-fearing people, don’t carry on 

committing sins thinking that God will just keep on forgiving us.  
➢ Such an attitude is the attitude of an unsaved person who loves their sin more than they love God. 

• He wasn’t boasting in his sinfulness, but was saying that if God could save him, He can save anyone. 
➢ Romans 5:20 But where sin increased, grace increased all the more. 
➢ His boasting therefore wasn’t in his depravity, but in the grace of God. 

• Does that mean if people like Hitler, Stalin, Pol Pot, Robert Mugabe, Jacob Zuma, and many other can be saved?  
➢ Yes, it does. Jesus died for all and all have the opportunity to be saved by the grace of God through faith, 

with repentance and obedience being a fruit of that faith.  
➢ There are many present-day testimonies of terrorists who have come to faith in Jesus.  
➢ The thief on the cross with Jesus was saved, but didn’t even have an opportunity to live a changed life 

• We need to recognize the grace of God on our lives, and not write off sinful wicked people who we don’t think 
should be saved. God wants to demonstrate his grace to them too. 

 
 

 
 



2) The overwhelming grace of God 

• 1 Timothy 1:13-14 Even though I was once a blasphemer and a persecutor and a violent man, I was shown mercy 
because I acted in ignorance and unbelief. 14 The grace of our Lord was poured out on me abundantly, along 
with the faith and love that are in Christ Jesus.  

• Paul talks about God’s mercy because of his ignorance and unbelief. 

• He the speaks about grace having been poured out on him in abundance. 

• Mercy is often defined as not giving us what we deserve 
➢ We deserve to be judged and to fall under the wrath of God for our sins 
➢ Jesus, in his mercy, has taken our judgment and wrath of God on Himself so withholding it from us.  

• Grace is often defined as giving us what we don’t deserve 
➢ We don’t deserve to be forgiven, to be accepted, to be made a child of God, to be reconciled with God, to be 

given the hope of eternal life 
➢ Jesus has given us all this and more purely because He loves us.  

• Neither mercy nor grace are earned. They’re gifts of God 
➢ We receive them by faith in what He’s done for us. Even that faith is a gift of God that was poured on us in 

abundance. 
➢ If we try to earn them then we no longer recognize them as gifts and don’t receive them 

• The very reason that Jesus came into the world was to save sinners 
➢ Luke 5:31-32 Jesus answered them, “It is not the healthy who need a doctor, but the sick. 32 I have not come 

to call the righteous, but sinners to repentance.”  
➢ Matthew 1:21 She will give birth to a son, and you are to give him the name Jesus, because he will save his 

people from their sins.  

• God’s patience is shown in people who are bound up in habitual sin and wickedness, but then eventually come 
to faith in him and repent.  
➢ 1 Timothy 1:16 But for that very reason I was shown mercy so that in me, the worst of sinners, Christ Jesus 

might display his immense patience as an example for those who would believe in him and receive eternal 
life. 

➢ 2 Peter 3:9 The Lord is not slow in keeping his promise, as some understand slowness. Instead, he is patient 
with you, not wanting anyone to perish, but everyone to come to repentance.  

• Are you bound up in a sinful lifestyle, or know someone who is bound up in a sinful lifestyle? 
➢ He is patient with you and them waiting for you to come to repentance 
➢ If he comes now before you’ve repented there isn’t another chance to repent.  

 
3) Grace is transformational  

• Grace doesn’t mean that he gives us the liberty to do what we want and he’ll just keep forgiving us.  
➢ Titus 2:11-14 For the grace of God has appeared that offers salvation to all people. 12 It teaches us to say 

“No” to ungodliness and worldly passions, and to live self-controlled, upright and godly lives in this present 
age, 13 while we wait for the blessed hope—the appearing of the glory of our great God and Savior, Jesus 
Christ, 14 who gave himself for us to redeem us from all wickedness and to purify for himself a people that 
are his very own, eager to do what is good.  

➢ His grace changes us from being sinful to being saints, from wickedness to purity, from dishonesty to 
honesty, from being proud to being humble, from being self-centered to be God-centered. 

• Paul spoke about being considered trustworthy 
➢ 1 Timothy 1:12 I thank Christ Jesus our Lord, who has given me strength, that he considered me trustworthy, 

appointing me to his service.  
➢ Trustworthiness is a godly trait brought about by His grace, which is a necessity for service in the kingdom. 

• Grace is for salvation, but it’s also the strength a giftedness for service.  
➢ Ephesians 2:8-10 For it is by grace you have been saved, through faith —and this is not from yourselves, it is 

the gift of God— 9 not by works, so that no one can boast. 10 For we are God’s handiwork, created in Christ 
Jesus to do good works, which God prepared in advance for us to do.  

• God’s grace is ultimately for His glory 
➢ 1 Timothy 1:17 Now to the King eternal, immortal, invisible, the only God, be honor and glory for ever and 

ever. Amen.  


