
Running with God’s vision 

THE IMPORTANCE OF VISION 
Walt Disney never lived to see the opening of Disney World. During the opening ceremonies, someone is 
reputed to have said to Walt’s wife, "It’s a shame Walt is not here to see this." 
To which she responded, "He did see it, or it wouldn’t have been here." 

--- 
 
The only way the corporate Body of Christ will fulfill the mission Christ has given it is for individual Christians 
to have a vision for fulfilling that mission personally. 

David Jeremiah 
Habakkuk 2:2-4 

And the LORD answered me: 

“Write the vision; make it plain on tablets, so he may run who reads it. 
3 For still the vision awaits its appointed time; it hastens to the end—it will not lie. 

If it seems slow, wait for it; it will surely come; it will not delay. 
4 “Behold, his soul is puffed up; it is not upright within him, but the righteous shall live by his faith.  

1) The Lord’s vision is made plain 

• We can only know and make God’s vision clear because He has first revealed it to us and made it 

clear to us.  

• The vision of God is merely his revealed will.  

➢ His general will for all people has been revealed and written down in His Word – the Bible 

➢ His specific will for each of us and each church or organisation is not revealed in the Bible, but is 

always within Biblical parameters. For example: 

▪ Nowhere in the Bible does it say that missionaries are to be sent to India, but going to India 

as missionaries is withing the scope of the Great Commission 

➢ His vision can be a temporary task to accomplish a particular task, such as assisting victims after 

a crisis.  

• Without vision we will wander around aimlessly without accomplishing anything.  

• Vision gives us direction where we ought to be going 

➢ It gives us purpose  

➢ It sets before us a task of measurable fruit that we ought to bear to the glory of God  

• Bearing fruit isn’t an optional extra in the Christian life. God expects us to bear fruit 

➢ John 15:8 By this my Father is glorified, that you bear much fruit and so prove to be my disciples.  

➢ Not only do we bring glory to God by bearing fruit, we also prove ourselves to be the disciples of 

Jesus 

➢ Everyone is known by the fruit they bear 

➢ Fruit is both character and action  

• Noah was given a vision to build an ark 

• Abraham was given a vision of a promised land 

• David was given a vision of a kingdom free from the rule of the Philistines 

• Peter was given a vision of the salvation of the Jews 

• Paul was given a vision of the salvation of the Gentiles  

➢ None of these men had the idea of a merely personal faith between them and God 

➢ People of vision include service in their salvation – service that benefits others both temporally 

as well as eternally  

 



2) The Lord expects us to run with His vision 

• Having a vision is not enough – we have to do something with it 

➢ We have to run with it 

➢ To run with it means to put it into action and develop it until it is accomplished  

• Too often we have good ideas of what should or could be done, but we don’t put them into practice 

➢ This is the same as having faith without works. We aren’t saved by faith but our faith is seen in 

our works 

➢ James 1:22-25 But be doers of the word, and not hearers only, deceiving yourselves. 23 For if 

anyone is a hearer of the word and not a doer, he is like a man who looks intently at his natural 

face in a mirror. 24 For he looks at himself and goes away and at once forgets what he was like. 25 

But the one who looks into the perfect law, the law of liberty, and perseveres, being no hearer 

who forgets but a doer who acts, he will be blessed in his doing.  

➢ James 2:18-20 But someone will say, “You have faith and I have works.” Show me your faith 

apart from your works, and I will show you my faith by my works. 19 You believe that God is one; 

you do well. Even the demons believe—and shudder! 20 Do you want to be shown, you foolish 

person, that faith apart from works is useless?  

• So it is like with us if we have a vision from the Lord but don’t run with it 

• A word of caution: be sure that you’re running with the vision of the Lord and not merely your own 

good ideas or worse – false visions or false prophecies 

➢ Jeremiah 14:14 And the LORD said to me: “The prophets are prophesying lies in my name. I did 

not send them, nor did I command them or speak to them. They are prophesying to you a lying 

vision, worthless divination, and the deceit of their own minds.  

 

3) Accomplishing the vision takes patience and faith 

• Accomplishing the vision that the Lord has given doesn’t happen overnight. It takes time, but it will 

happen 

➢ For still the vision awaits its appointed time; it hastens to the end—it will not lie. 

If it seems slow, wait for it; it will surely come; it will not delay. 

➢ We can sometimes get impatient, like Sarah, and produce Ishmaels instead of Isaacs.  

• Seeing the vision accomplished is an act of faith seeing what we don’t see at present become a 

reality 

➢ It wasn’t raining yet when God told Noah to build the ark 

➢ Abraham left his land by faith not knowing where he was going 

➢ David had to run for his life from threats within the kingdom before he could free the kingdom 

from external threats 

➢ Moses had to be rejected by Pharaoh a number of times before he was allowed to leave Egypt 

with the Israelites 

• We need patience and faith because accomplishing the vision that the Lord gives us isn’t without 

obstacles – often God given obstacles so that we need Him to accomplish His vision and we can’t do 

it without Him that He gets the glory and not us  


